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Five copies of a letterhead memorandum relating 
to tills discussion are enclosed* * \; 

The memoranda are classified "Confidential* 1 Jbecause 
they contain information from ia* .source* the unauthorized 
disclosure of which could seriously Impair the investigation 
of the CP. USA, and such irapairacnt could have an adverse 
effect upon the national defense interests of the country. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEOEMAL BWfiE At? OF INTESf lGA^lOH 

Kew Yci'I;, I Jew YbrK 




Oct* 




Re: 



A cortfldential source* tihleh has C ttrt&fftiecS 



,0 pct&k* recently -adyieo-d 4|Mt 



1 Kpfee-aon "m.iie ua - was in lurope. 



Bob3»o?i told him he ie goiJi£ 
a tisxie ©o«tb concert tour. 



A&eorlijic; to 
to fly to Australia 






said he arer&arlsad to Rob- 1 con th&t 
are bsixic; 'CkkSo for a hew ''D&ily yor^r'*':*: 
Eobasoii told Mn fcjiat fee is to cive a cofteeii- in lisi^CiB 
and that the lirooeeds of the eonge-rt idll fto to tiie how 
! 'jxaiy ycrjser 1 '* Mcerdihg tolHHHHB^^ 

*fhe Oc3f3dimist Bart?:, which has boon 
4o sicJnatcid b^ tbe Attorhejr Cefter&l of the 
United State e ptLfSviattt to ibcecutiye Order 
lu^yG* had © dalljr nwiiS^a^C:^ cMlscS tlK; 

"£aily ^rker" t whieh ceased publication 
*?ith the issue oC January 13> *9$8* 




the xith /mniver 



stated that Paul Itobeson attended 
siary Celebration ©£" the Seroari S&yoeratlc 
# 3* 







^ viead Is* 
tiiat Paul jtotesori J:hqv#i to 
or to &s a ©ari&eaMcl i^pusilst* 




S** 

ft* ja *3 



*E!hig doeujsscsnt ©orttsiliis noithoj* i«cc»^^ndstions 
nor conolusions of tils FBI, It is t^ie pro^rtj^ 
of the and i& loaaied to youi> a^EC^; it and 
Its eontents are xmb to be distributor outside 

your aeesiCF. INFORM ATlOM BOMTAiNEO 

HEREIN IS UNCtASSIFIED 
^ 6 ^ , DATE tMj^MM 

/C 'r ~ /'.^ 
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My dear 



^5% 1 

t^- /ALL II^Oi^TlXffl C&NXOTK^I, ^ 
HERE I N I S lTOLASSIF3y|S 1 ~ 




We recenti y learned that Paul Leroy Robeson, the 

much ^publicized Negro concert ©insgT^tn^ 

Australia in the near future to conduct a eoncert tour* The 
expected duration of his tour is three months* 

Robeson was born on April 9, 1898, at Princeton* 
New Jersey, and has been self~employed as a concert singer and 
actor since approximately 1923* He maintains a residence at 
16 Jumel Terrace^ New York, New Ycrkj however, since July* 
1958, he has maintained a residence and headquarters for his 
activities in London, England. He possesses a valid 

United States Passport Number 1145187* 




According to sources who have furnished reliable 
information in the past, Robeson was a concealed member of 
the Communist Party, USA, from the 1930s to 1945 j reportedly 
stated in 1952 that he was a communist! made numerous public 
appearances in the United States from 1950 to 1957 which % 
were either sponsored, guided, or influenced by the Communist v 
Party, USAj has f requently been in contact with Soviet and r 
satellite officials in the United States, Russia, England and ' 
many other countries j and was publicly reported to have met 
with Nikita Khrushchev m occasions in Russia in 1958 and 

REp* 26 & /jfc S ffi 4^ 

Robeson lias also been reported by sdverai sfources 
who have furnished reliable information in the j*sst and by 
various publications to have been active throughout the years 
as an off iger^ sponsor or member of numerous organizations 
which have been designate^pursuant to Executive Order 10450* 

1 - Foreign -LiMs on UnitM Route through for re 
1 r New York (100^5857) VPaul^bgson) - r f) 
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Some of these organizations are the Council on African Affairs 

American Peace Crusadej American Youth for Democracy] China 
Welfare Appeal* Incorporated! Civil Rights Oongressj National 

Smith Act Victims, In addition, Robeson has been reported to 

have been active as an off leer, sponsor ©r member of numerous 

other Communist Party front organizations , Including such 
organizations as the Emergen ey Civil Liber tie® ScaKmittee, 

Second World Peace Congress, and National Council of Ameriean* 

Sovlet Friendship # 

In addition, Robeson, who is often quoted In publications 

throughout the world* has frequently made public statements 
wherein he has been consistent in his praise of the Soviet Union 
and communist and related parties throughout the world* 




Sincerely yours^ 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



h.-a-gT^* '^-^^ '-J 





Irion. 



Robeson is key figure of the New York Office, Informa- 
ard iag ^£ ffiB ffi sed trave l to Australia developed through 
TBHBBBBBP i il >' I' I when recently in contact 
^MiHi-Rooeson in Europe/ was informed of such plans by Robeson* 
It is noted that State Department, in recent intra -Department 
communications, carbon copies furnished Bureau, indicates that 
State Department office in Australia is being alerted to _ 
n a a fl-t hi £ travel bv Robeson to Aus. trails * letter class if led 
^Conf identiai* inasmuch as considerable information contained 
herein was furnished by current active informants, the disclosure 
of which to anauthorized persons could impair security of 
informants resulting in injury to the national defense. 
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tret oeia&i, qpj&ast Negra «©e£*?f alegar, is again $Mfa&fig 
loT»SgB tt&il &$ & pn)^g«M4»t for tha. lata raaSJ^ssiii 
eommaaiaS ec«isgilr«cy. Uaw f&# nttigiiisSad artists 
»feos« aarl| a<eltieTCis«Ms aa a aJager, acfioSar f ami 
athteta, laciadiag $M»£tm*tcm i&i&MM hm&m 9 arar* 
m*tym$*&. h*M ae&i*?e4 avea .graalar atatu** a* a 

& pursuit of Ma eoacert act! vUies # ha &&* 
traveled abroad sxtejs&i ?«ly atoea the 1020*1* Baeaaaa erf 
activities 4etrim«iiUl to lloltt^l States* iat-ersau abroad* 
ale paasp&ft fri i ?il*ige« wti 1 * wiAad is li$o a&dw&fc&aM 
aefcll liSi a& a r*s«3l of tfia §u$*«m« Cmst ^acliloa 
r^ardiJag liss^jyace of patsBpons, toy raatorad* 
Afiiii g Iveu lea?* f© travel, Eobesoc |oars^eyed lo Xsglaad 
fa t$&8, wbert fee has alace waiiilai^'d a fi#5s^aait«ra for 
fit* activities* fit la #if^*fflf > a * i t : thai fie baa sot aloce reiur&Ad 
to ttie Hatted States avea to visit Ma »<m F&^i Esbssoa, JTr* 

fit fiaa sjs&at €^^dsraMa ttma is SoTtet ilstos,, 
arti^s«l«lu^ lacludijsg 

la view of Itla ywa^tati^B aa a Wyiat ■woioalit 
a»£ £&»muniat proptgaQdist # EolMMKm*i fr«^u«at appearaac«a 

worl^ teethe r *lt& bis mi&pokom tommmlt* &t mch nfiair» 4 

ESa ^t»yaii«0a Jm^e fee^a cc^i^^ Is toir prsdM tlia 
aoriet Uaioa, &ad it® aat«llli« mwi*$$&t mUh particalar 
aispha^is oa M» Mtatake^ but conllra^ci belle! ibai tb«a« 

a^ylil ara isobaaoo'a acco^noafi'siii^ atataoaeut*. alwava Cfltical 

'Ca^ilalflljr aocb aapiaaalosa by an Aw*iicaa trawling abrotMl 
tt&dtox' tMted St«ie» eixdotaemexjl aed prc4ecUo» cmaot h&w 
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ESLANDA CGHDOZO^OBESON aka 

ALL IIITDISaAlloil COVUKflSjj 
KERS i a % s use — 
SSC£P£ WEEKS SHOn 
— IIISEEW*" ' 



I 1/16/60 



Bspoit mod* by 



.10/4 ~ 11/7 /60 *x 





CHARACTER 



SECURITY 



iftc 




REFERENCES Report of SA 

at New York* 



CUSS* 4 EXT. BY $f^^T?*& 
BKtSOM-FG IM II, X~t*4>8 j 




ABMINI STRAT I VE ; 

Fieure nf- "fS^SSn ' S ^ u f band ' PAUL LEROY R0BES0n/4s a Kev 
FiSUre of the NYO^Yflie 100-25857, Bufile lo6-123§lt% 



* 




Mr, WALTER WALSH, American Consul. P»«jpmnw+. 

section, American Erabassv. London '»^„*L-Ir* -5^55^5* 
that authoMtv h aa i**t ?* adv lsed on 7/25/60. 

Departmen t, Washi ngton, to issue pIvt oa^JS State 

passport — Mmm wmm^mLl. I v fAUL ggBEgp a new 






|| 4 - Bureau (100-12304) (rm) - 

3 - New York (IQO-5668Q) 5 
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WOW FGAfl, .^ /^ . 
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15 NOV 17 I960 



CrlHtctf J. 

Dale of De 



Proptrty of FBI 



7«n 




A j|iir 



€DS ( Cat 



1 FBI, sad a£fth*r it gjor gu eoli.t#nt 




tribut#d! outside the ca«ci^y to w 
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advised on J/2B/^^ 
applied f of a renewal 
whits h fc&s lasued on 



On 

the ^e pi c an 
$ T S pas 




orricei us Department of State * 

PAUL I^OY ROBESON m 5/l7f&Q r 
of his passport number 11^3,87^ 

the Passport Gf floe authorised 
London y Englanfl^ to renew 



krmt 



on that date ^o^faSted the Con Edison Company New York 
Citsv concerning the bill of ESLftMjKA RGBESOK^ 1 6 Jumel 
f'err&ee* New f o^k City- DAVIS informed a repreBOntative 
of the Con Sdlsfcn Company that a check *$as on the *?ay 
for papEienfe of the a&ove Mil* v of around fBi^GO, SEft 
DAVIS stated thgt he wanted to malce certain that the 
electricity at the above address . m&. r*ot dtseontlBued* 
The representative of the Con Edison Company assured 



BIN MVIS 



service would be continued 



the check 



for the bijl arrived soon. 





r>^^ Xt ie t0 b f noted that TJWL and ESLftNDA 
ROBESON resided at 16 Jumel Terrace 9 New York City, 
prior to their departure for Europe and t^ey still* 
consider it as their legal residence. 

"The Worker" , an east coast Communist weekly 
2IJ?T?SS r ^ ^Mlt e<aitGri al of 5/1/60, page 12, identified 
55 f'S T >•* r A¥IS * JR *> ^ s National Secretary of the 

CP j USA » f *• J 
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Source 

NY T~6 

Not utilized 




Pile Number Where 
Located 



100-56680-659 



characterization ^ ?L ^ r « es utlllze d in the ^ 

rrSS-t if J 0f the us Festival Committee 'S^TL. + 

forth as follows in the order of their^Se- 
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COVER PAGE 



1 ^fx^ Sab ject >&. name Is included In the Security Index* 
2^5] fte data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current * 

3v | '' ] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD- 122 has been submitted to the Bureau* 



xH A' suitable pftotogra 



F~f is p™| ifi not available 



&:»H1Q Careful eDnalderstion has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilised only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed , 

6«f"~~~) Subject 1b employed in a key facility and , 

Is charged with security responaibllity* Interested 
agencies are 

7-flO' ^hiB report is 
{ b t a t e v 0a Bon\ 






SUE 



ect previously interviewed (dates) __ 

eet was not reintewiewed because (a^aie tb^oxiJ 

residence is England* 



9* 



.DO 



} This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index, ca rd , 
This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and It continues to fall 
within such criteria because {state reason) she 
maintains her association with Commuhist front 
orgahization^ &hd pro-Communist articles written 
Under her name ha^e appeared in " The Worfeer * ¥ * 



11 , 



If] Subject * a SI card is 
if] Sub ject * a activities PH do 



]p is not tabbed Detcom* 
" flO do not warrant Pet com 
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Copy tp; 



R*pOPf of: 

Date: 




ov ember 16, igbO 



Fi*id om« fu* No ? Now York 100-56680 



Tift* 
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ESLAHBA CORDQZO ROBESON 



SECURITY MATTER * G 




Office New York, New York 



Bureau Fik No,: 100-12304 



lit IHF0FSATIQ& 
HEREIN IS UXeLASSXFIEfi 

.EXCEPT- IEHSH£--SB01Q£ 
OTHERWISE*, ..u>^ 




Synopsis: 



fiSLANBA and PAUL ROBESON continue to reside m 
the united Kingdom. Article appearine in "Thp 
Worker" of 3/20/60, captioned %LMmlJoBESOM 
Appeals for WINSTON". " 



Meeting of WnVt^ST^S* 1 Women 's Day 

meeting 01 3/dQ/oO. „ S«b-fec j fe~ J t i eBrtr> , h»r? in Soi.™„ m . 

I960, to have been?" ^? tJ? * t:r ^ 1: ^ Pt;ecl *« afihruarv 
and 



- C - 





BEASOH-FCII II, 1-2 .4.2 
DATE OF BEVIEf 





its contents are not to be distributed outsfde your agency. 




i'' 



NY 100-56680 




DETAILS: 



I. BACKGROUND 



A. Re si den ee and 

Employment 



nffM„* t, ?J -2 U S ? 2 ' 196 °* the f iles cf the Passport 

th J oIttt States Department of State, reflected 

max PAUL ROBESON When applying for a renewal of his 
passport gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace 

Square^ London , England? 0 ^ " 45 taught ' 



II. AFFILIATION WITH THE- COMMUNIST 
PARTY (CP) MOVEMENT 



Evidence of CP 
Sympathies 
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documented in the Appendix of 

this report* " 

"fhe Worker", dated March 20, i960, on page x " 
eight, column three, contained an article captioned 
'ESI^JPA ROBESON Appeals for WUfSTOK" by ESLANBA ROBESOH » 
The article £$. 33 follows : 

"L0NIX5H — . TJie meanness ant! inhumanity 
re v ealed by pri son authorities in the neglee t 
and per s ecu tl on of Henry Winston during 
the early and observable stages of his very 
serious Illness, is another manifestation 
of the dreadful result of the ant 1- communist 
hysteria and obsession in the united States, 

"There is nothing con struetive 
In antl-eomraunisra. It merely creeds hatred. 
It does not even attain its objective of 
destroying eoismnism. Everyone knows that 
there are 1,000 million people living and 
working, growing and developing, building 
Socialism under the leadership of Communist 
Parties in other parts of the world. These 
1,000 million people are very very strong, 
and becoming stronger every day. 



I. ■ B , .r / l 4 - rW /v ■- 
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» -tr .if^i. tf"* - ."^ f^S. ff^w 



"Everybody knows novi what the 
U> S. is against. It is much more important 
for everyone to know what the United States 
is for* The United States* and other f Free 
Nations 1 of the West declare every hour on 
the hour, all over the face of the earth* 

0 Ky Negro people will know that 
the U* S* is really for Democracy when, and 
not until when;* we fee came fir &t class citizens 
and along with all other American citizens* 
we can enjoy our Civil Rights. 

"The African and Asian peoples 
know all about Democracy, They remember 
that the Democracy of Britain was not for 
them j that the 'Prater nit e Bgalite, 1 etc. of 
France was not for themj it was only after 
they fought and died and their leaders were 
imprisoned and they finally achieved their 
independence j that the 'Free Nations 1 began 
all this screaming about Democracy. 

"The frantic anti- communism, the 
f everish hounding arid persecution of £0 or 
50 or 100 Communists in the United States — 
when one- considers the 1,000 million of them 
in the rest of the world — is pathetic and 
tragic and futile. 

"Whatever Henry Winston's political 
convictions are* I believe them to be honest 
convictions* else he would not have had the 
courage to endure such contemptible and brutal 
persecution for them. So I wish him speedy 
and permanent recovery* and say to him, across 
the miles s Be well* Man." 
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HENRY WINSTON, National Organization 
Secretary of the efr, USA, was sentenced 
on October 21, 1-949, under the Smith 
Act of 1940, to confinement for five 
years and fined $10,000.00 on July 2, 

1951. WINSTON became a fugitive and 
on March 5, 1956, surrendered to Federal 
authorities , Southern District of New 
York, On March 26, 1956, WINSTON was 
sentenced to three years for contempt 
of court, to be served subsequent to 
the sentence Imposed in the Smith Act. 
1940 conviction. ..' . 
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"The Worker" Is an east coast Communist 

weekly newspaper. 



AN DA ROBE; 




_ — — — advised on fll^^^|BI^^^^V that greetings 

from ESLANDA ROBESON from Moscow were read to the 
International Women's Day meeting held o 

in New York, New York, 

Concerning the international Women's 
Bay, a column in "The Worker" of 
March 8, 195 9, on page 9, entitled 
How I.t^Besan" by ELISABETH GURLEY 
FLYKlJ-*rtated in part that March, i960, 
will mark the 50th anniversary of 
International Women's Day. 

The article went on to explain that 
the day was so designated by a vote of 
delegates at the International Socialist 
Congress held in Copenhagen In I910. 
It was stated further that the day is 
not celebrated in the United States 
to the extent that It is in other 
countries, especially the Socialist 
countries. 





" MHIHHHH^IHH advised that 
ELIZABETH GUHLEY FLYNN was elected 
National Field Organizer of the CP, USA 
at a CP National Committee meeting held 
on June 28, 1958. 
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During January and February ,1952, 
JOHN LAUTKEH, who was a CP member for 
over 20 years and was former Chairman 
of the New York State Review Commission 
of the CP, testified before the 
Subversive Activities Control Board 
for the purpose of determining whether 
the CP, USA is a "Communist Action 
Organization" within the Internal 

Security Act of 1950. MUTNER 
testified that he knew EALOIS MO0REHEAD* 
also known as HALOIS ROBINSON, to be 
a member of the CP as late as the 
spring of 1949, 

III. MISCELLANEOUS 




i£ t * s to be notes* that PAUL ROBESON resided at 

f^/S™ terrace, New York City, prior to his departure 
Europe and still considers it as his legal residence 

"The Worker", in its editorial of 
*tay 1, i960, page 12, identified 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., as National 
Secretary of the CP, USA. 
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CONFI 




NY 100-5^680 




"The Worker" in its edition of February 7, 
i?TY?* P * g «L?' column 1, contained a photograph of 
rAUL ana ESLANDA ROBESON on the occasion of their 
arrival in Moscow, Russia. 
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UNimi) mtmS FESTIVAL aO^BTO 
(Seveafcii World foutft festival) 




_____ lpww _^ llll(r _... a source mad© available a 
background ot^teiaent on tha Seventh World Youth 
Festival distributed by the United Spates Festival 
Ooni&ittee then in proeese of organisation in 
$e*? York City. Tills statement sets forth that the 

festival idea Is si^gc^ Fefieravio^ 
of DemQsratic Youtft, (cited as a ComiMmist organisation 
in the House Oor&aittee on lln-M^ricaa Activities, 
guide to subversive Or£ani&ation& and fubiicatio^a, 
January 2> 1S37* page 9^* ) with Madqimrt^^ in 
Budapest, Hungary # aiict the interna tibial fthiori of Students* 
(cited as a Do^mist organisation in the House 
Committee on iJn-^ie^ican Activities Guide* ab^ve* 
on page $8:,), with head Quarters in ^g^e, ejreahoclovalcia, V / 
It was decided to hol& the 7th World Y&ufch Fo^tival *>/" 
in Vienna* Austria, during the summer of 19§9> * 

ateme nt made available by the above source 
set forth that the festival has as 
.■re- to promote tmderstahdins 
cooperation botween the youth of nations 




i tv 

and friend 
of the wor 



ly 
id* 




vailable 

of the 



A aeoond source 

info mat ion concerning; 
GP, USA j held in H^w Yo 

The Youth i^s tlval to be held in Vienna was discussed 
and those attending were urged to get delegates to attend 
this festival and to help raise money to defray delegate 

expenses* 



fiie gp # USA* has been da 
general of the United States 



A third source on 

States Festival C&nrnittee h 
teter stuyvesant station^ Mm 




ns 
York ;9 # 



by the Attorney 
to Executive Order* IG450 

advised that the tlhited 

Office Box 98* at 
New York* 



FD-323 f3~28-6'0) 



C 




Jit Meply* Piaase Refer t& 

fetf* jgew York 100-56680 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUB E A If OF INVESTIGATION 

New York* New York 
Hovember 16 * i960 




Title 



Eslan-dai Gdrdoso Rote es on 



Character 
Reference 



Security Matter - G 

ort o f Special Agent 

dated and caption 
ove at Mew York,, - 





as 



All sources (except any listed below) used in refemneed 
tnmiunleation have l^rnished reliable information in the past. 




This document contcrtna. neither recomi»i*n^»iA„^ . 
of the FHI it 1 neiine r recommendations nor conclusions of 

yDui aqency 5 ' ■ y ' anfl 11 * content* are not « 




th# FBI* It is the prb p«f 
a be i±i stf-ihuted outside 



to 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
O F TH E 
UNITED STAT^ OF AMERICA 

Axnerican Embassy 
Paris 8, Prance 



Date : 



Prom* 



Subject 



November 16 # I960 
Director, FBI (100-123014- ) 



La gat, Paris (100*715) 




PAUL EEROntQBSSQIJ 
INTERHAL SECURITY - C 



Re Paris letter 10/l0/60» 

No further Information has been received 

regarding the activities or the captioned 





2 - Bureau 
1 - Paris 

(3) 




u NOV 2 8 I960 




f 




r 0* 



°*J r - 



6 NOV 21 1960 



V K 




i'-' 






DIRECTOR, FBI (lOO-lSS^) 



11/22/60 




^£\joCt^ T iphe "Bxilletisi dee Weltf riedensrstes" (Bulletin of the World 

^ Q p eMe Council), Hr, 12 (Voluiae VII)* dated October I960, which is issued In 
conjunction with the cQUHnunist organ "Stismen Zur 2eit M {Voices of the in©©©), 
published monthly in Austria, carried an article regarding PAUL ROBESOH, 
According^to this article, ROBESON, a Taember of the World Peace Committee, 
was la Budapest 1 Hungary from September 10 to September 15, I960 at the invita-* 
tion of the Hungarian Peace Committee. It was also stated that he took part 
in numerous gatherings of peace adherent© in Budapest, as veil as other 
Hungarian cities. ^*%J[*\ 

This case is being closed at this time but this office will remain 
alert for any inf orraation which may become available regarding the activities 
of the subject, f %^ 
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Date: 11/25/60 



Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 
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(Type in plain text or code) 



Via 




(Priority or Method of M&iling) j 

._ . „ , _ _X_JW£Bi^^ _ 
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EXCEPT WHERE SWWg -J^fA 




DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) 
SAC, NEW YORK- (lQ0~25©57) 

, BY j£_]M 
D _TE OF. BEVISW UA±zH 





SUBJECT: PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
. I3**C CLASS * & 

^tl-^ (00* NY) REASDH-FGIM 





Enclosed herewith are copies of a letterhead 
memorandum reflecting a contemplated trip to Cuba by PAUL 
ROBESON * Sr. 

The sources utilised in the attached letterhead 
memorandum are: 

Confidential Source A - 

Confidential Source B - 

Confidential Source G 

Confidential Source D 

The attached memorandum has been classified 
confidential because it contains information from informaftS^ 
the disclosure of which would be detrimental to the defense 
interests of the United States and seriously hamper the, 
investigation of the CPUSA* t^^f^i § 

RM) 

_. B) (415) 

ESLANDA ROBESON) (412) , 
PAUL ROBESON,, Sr.) (412) 




_pBur eau ( 100 -1 2304 ) 
1-New York (100-95550 
1-New York (100 -23825 
1-New York f. 100-^56680 
1-New York (100-25857 



End . 8 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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ALL INFOMiAfMn ftffitMHf 

OCT i~lM &Y*» 






advised ph- 'Noveawer 23* 1960*. that 

F&ul Rpfees^j Sr. ana hi « wife Eglanda* were tfa to Australia 
where Robeson Is eosipleting a successful concert tour* Kofeesor* 

is acheduled to be back In ■ ■.Leridon,. England* on December 6-, I.96Q # 
f ollowing whloh he la to apneas? to Cuba* 

Paul* 3r*# ;kss received an invitation from H the guy 5 * in New 
York to visit Cuba at the time Ms parents are In that country* 
The source related that Paul -kojb.es.on-j Jr. stated that "the guy n 
in Hew York said it would be like a ^national holiday' 1 when 
Paul R obes on* &v * appears In Cu ba * 

related that Ben jasili* 
sui KOO&aon> isr* would be the personal 
In Cuba* Davis further stated that he 
to go to Cuba and may try or at least 



*T» Davis ffcsx^cr %m 

guest of Fidel Castro 
would **glve anything 1 * 
put up a fight on It* 






lovem&er m? iy&Q, Benjamin 
J* jDavis stated Paul Robeson,,, Sr* Is the "gi^eatest jnan in the 
worid ft n 2>&vis stated that Robegon^s going to Ciiba will be one 
of the greatest things that ever happ ened to Cub a 
Guba world recognition, M cording ic* 

Davis stat£& that this is a great thing xor s«e jsegro people an 
for the Commuhist Party* JBavis indicated he hoped the Party 
would give Paul Robeaon* Sr* 1 © visit to Cuba all-out support* 






This document eontalns neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the F&d^ral Bureau of T^estlgation^ 
It is the property of the Pedaml Bureau of lnvestigatlDJi 
and is loaned to your &genoyi it and its eontent^jire hot 
to.be distributed outside your agency* 






t 




Re; i*aul Leroy Robeson 




he ;wa.3: aeriousiy 
Paul Jiobeson, Sr* Is 



related BaviB stated 
ba during the time 
&no the r . 11 



le CouhaiJTori 
of dissolution* 



FauX Bobeson* 



vised th at in j une> i^ 5 5 
dissolved and* at the time 
» was Chairiiian of the 



The Council on Af rie&ft Affairs has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the Hhited States pursuant 
Executive Order 10450* 



reported that Paul Robeson* Jr.* 
was elected a member or the National Committee of the 
Communist Party, Uni ted States of Amerioa (CP* USA) at 
its 17th National Convention held I>ecember X0*13, 1959* a 



< 



Tkm CP, ISA has been designated toy the Attorney 
OeneraX of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450 * 

"The UoTke^ December 20, 1059, reported that 
Benjamin JV Davis * at a meeting of the National Committee* 
CP f UM* on December 14, 1959> was elected National 
Secretary and a member of the five-man Secretariat to 
conduct the current worft of the Party* 

Davis was convicted in the United States Mstriet 
Court* Southern Bistriet of Mm ¥ork> on October 14 * 1949, 
for violation of the Smith Act* 



"The IJorker 11 is an East Coast Communist weekly 
publication* 
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PAUL LEROY^ROBESON aka 



AL SECURITY - C 

class . & ext . u ¥ j^Mi^isld&k 




FERENCE 



EEASOH-FCIM H« 1-2 'il? 
DUE OF REVIEW 



Report of S 
at NY , 




-F*- 





A KU NI ST RA TIVE 



.... , 




Q^ptas tidal 



The subject, PA^L LEROY ROBESON, is a key figure 
of the NYO . / . \ 

Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOO EE ROBESON, NY file 
100-56680, Bufile IOO-I2304, is carritd on the SI of the 

NYO . _ * 

; . "fa 

ja©fi" 



il-feur eau ( 10.0-12304 ) ( RM ) 
3-New York (100-25857) 



Ciasri'ietJ 

t;;c— \»E fro; 
-iDsla d Dec. 




AGENCY &M J$i£k Jjkji 



DATE fr* V 3//? fi t 
8Y 



• FBI, <si»d ntithH H nor~H« e©at#at* 

il. I. AOVERNM ENT PJHHTtNS ©FFIC«i 1»M 



ore to few distributed euteid* th* sg&i&ef to vrb£c& 
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On the Security Office of the US 

Mission in Berlin famished copies of various articles from 
East Berlin and Bast German newspapers cti the dates 
to/6 through 10/$/&Q, *faich reportei the presence of 
the sttfe|eet m ax* honored fpest at various fimctlcsns 
in Bast Berlin and listed the various honors afforded 
him as were described in letter of 10/13/SO^frc^a kega t. 




jji^ ■ .Jr. 



Infonnatl^i conee^nirill articles, from I^Hi^aftlt© 
V©tf$ ftimlshed toy Legate Paria to Bar&aia by liters dated 

iQ/l0/60, and 9/l/So* * * 



COVES Pft&E 



NY 100-25857 
INFORMANTS : 



Identity of Source 




File # Where Locate d 





LEADS; 



NEW YORK 



At New York* New York 




1, Will remain alert for information concerning 
the return of ROBESON to the US. 



■2. Will continue to follow and report his 

activities while abroad and in the ITS upon his return. 




COVER PAGE 
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NY 100^25857 1 

1, 1 x j Subject 1 s name is included in the Security Index. 
2 »| j The data appearing 01^ Security Index card are 



3*[ 



current* 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FXK122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 




4 * 1~1T\ A suitable photograph f~x] is r ] is not available. 



5*Pn Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed . 

Subject is employed in a key facility and 



6. 



7.0 



is charged with security responsibility* Interested 

agencies are . .. , . ' ... . ' . t t . n v . ... . m . 

This report is classified CX)I^IDEKTIftL because 



8 * 




Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

Subject was not re Interviewed because (state reason) 
he is not residing in the US. 



9 .C 



10. [ 



This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

ROBESON was National Chairman of the Council on African 
Affairs until its dissolution in June* 1955« He has had 
close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA. 
He has publicly praised the Soviet Union while abroad. 
He was elected Vice -President of the British-Soviet 
Friendship Society in May* 1959* and has been aetive r 
in functions sympathetic to Communism abroad during i960* 



11 



x~l Subject 1 s SI card flTl is [ 



x~l Subject y s activities {xl do [ 
tabbing . 



] is not tabbed Detcom. 
"~| do not warrant Detcom 
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Copy tot 




T I h L 



Data; 




Fietd G%* File No* NY 100-25857 



omce: New York 



.Bunou File No.: 100-22304 



PAUL liEROY ROBESON 



INTERNAL SECURXIY - C 



ill;; ISfOBSAJ 108 OCKJAllfflt 
HEREIN i £ U!K LA SSUIEg 



Synopsis: 




ALL imOK^riON COTIftlKES 



-p»- 



C 0 N P 




t x a L 



CLASS. 4 TEXT. 

DATE Gf REVIEW 




Thi# document contain* neither c«comxD«Bdattons jwmt conclusion* ef tb* FBI* It it tfas property *rf tfcs FBI uuf is k*7»*d te swar agencr;' 

Ha contests ire &ot to be distributed outside yj?ur *s«rtey. 




COKE 

m 100-25857 

DETAILS 

I * BACKGROUND 



A« Residence and Eynplosment 




On July 22, i960, the files of the Passport 
Office, United States Department of State, reflected 
that PAUL ROBESON $*&en applying for a renewal of his 
passport gave his legal residence as 16 Jumel Terrace, 
New York City, and current address as 4$ Connaught 
Square, London, England* 




II* AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 

(CP) MO¥EMENT 



A, Evidence of CP Sympathies 

On September 22, i960* the United States Depart 
itient of State furnished information concerning a press 
conference by subject in Budapest in which subject is 
quoted as stating, in part,, "However, I do not think I 
shall deprive myself for a longer period from the 
possibility of paying a visit to 600 million Chinese 
who are building Socialism and are true friends of my 
people, I shall be among them much sooner than my 

passport will permit 11 , 



1 




4* 
t 



f ■ ■■ i J * 



ft) 



According to information received from the' 
BepartTzent of State s Raskingtonj, £U C*j in November s 
Id 50 j PAUL BOMS ON gave a series of three concerts in 
Auckland^ New Zealand^ on October 18 r 29 and .31 j I980 f 
he P ore se 1 1 -ou t <xud id nces • 

v 

a. 

The Department of State advised that at a 
press GQTkference held on October IT, 1960^ R03USQN 
called the Western de^ocrac ies ^pro^Fasc isi f1 - and 
criticized the United States for supporting Franca 
and Ch iang Kai-shek* Af ter ref err ing to Little JZockj 
he said thai he won Id have ir asked thousands of Negroes 

States to go there 



fron all over the United 
end he mas sure nothing would have happened 
qu c stio ned as to his philo s oph y s he rep lied 
a ^Marxist - a riaid liar 



a rme d 

When 
that he 



was 



m n: -krlt . 
If O Is « 



PAUL BQBESQN l B remarks made at the above*- 
me nt toned p re ss con *ere nc e we re r epor te d on the th ircE 
page of the October 18 s 1960 s issue oj the n New 
Ze a 1 c nd , Her al0\ 



G 




J* $* L 0 -J ^ £■ 't? £ 7 

.fh-e State <tl&d tftfii 

on *Vvs "aur tfte co-nunis^ meek ly pap tr r n pe&ple f s 
YQice n j gci>£ or eminent couero^e ^ Bl^i RDBSBQII if* it&. 

October IQ.&nd &S* l&CQ, &nd Mape^er 2£S0> issuer 
playing up hi$ rsrZe as a **p$ace fighter** end ^chunpion 
of hunan r ights*** 



1/ 



27ie November 2, l$G0y edition c/ the 'people* s 



*i: jrtp t« y a r> 



FAIJL BOBMO^^ hef&rg the tmtgrside 



mor7^0T0 in Welling 19&Q* 4t this 

.g^hertlig^ he referred to ike fuci th&£ his father had 
been a slays and in the United states 

had Mt y&i nttaimd m^rld equality but mere warding. 
t^wsr£. it* Ee alleged that the Tel0h miners had fir$t 

made km mare that the struggle of the Negr& pepple m$ 

g class struggle based on ^ Qonarnic favts^ that the 

lah&r f&r ^s^hing - they (ike Welsh 

jiiners) tmght him that their struggle ^ also a class 
struggle ami thut there could ue no separation &et&eei\ 
the tm#* THerefQrCj he Mea^ en aetlW ^ 
in the 9tru'gg:^ 9 Ai - this m& stingy BGMEthll wae offered e 
and scceptsd lifetime meMb&r$hin in theJ^Mllinot^n 



in J>ccember x 1900} the j)^partmnt $'f gtsie^ 
l/Ggkin^isnj &■>■..» cdv i**zd tha t i)h i I c an a r^oent 

iHsi* to Adel^ MQL BOSMOlf gave two 

^eltt-Ditendea public; e&mertSf o fr e e performance for 

J'ederQtionj. and several radi& 9 
tel^&t&ion ana press interviews* ge attended a 

aception gimn by ^ and the 

,jmt^ cormunUt 
2"\/ii-i&te£j- in Eon$r : ®f & visiting Soviet yputh 4el&g$~ 
iian* B&th his ^ p^f^^r^aTiee^ an^ his interviews m$re 
heavily loaded with pr&p&gaiidc. deSigmd to sell kinss jj 
as a m$$enger Qf pea$e r feFp^tfterft-pio-d:,; and the rights &/ 
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The Separtnent of State advised thai the following 
quo tes fro^t re viewers show how BOLES0N*s message was rece ived 
in Australia; 

n What a f ine man Paul Sobeson looked and sounded 
in Sunday* s *Spotlight* 9 on Channel 2* 

fl Be is a Qrusader with && much to Bay it all cones 
gush ing *&ut of him, in words and in s&ngi, + * 

nt Set my people free 1 is the theme &f Mr* Robeson* 8 
n&sscge on behalf of the negro race, end he speaks it^ 
& i ngs i tj a nd I ive s it* ** 

News * November 16 s I960 

* .4-- 

n ***in the minds $f everyone present^ including 
Bo hes o rtj wa s the ih ough i of the unique represe ntat iueness 
of the singer; mho not only f drifted into drama and singing 
mith a passivity which takes the breath away^* as the 
programme note puts it* but has drifted (not quite so 

for league) of nations.** 

Advert lser # November 25 + I960 

n The second concert by Paul Robeson on Saturday 
night confirmed the first impress ion of simple sinceriti/j 
both in his art end in his mission of brotherhood* 1 * 

Advertise r » November 23 x 19SQ 

T *fa riety*** a we e'Sr 2 y iheatr i ca I ne wspap e r^ contained 
an article in its November 30* 1960^ edition as follows** 

"PAUL ROBESON f TOP* WITB AUSSIE PUBLIC IN EIS 

1ST BQ$U UNDER P*A* TOUR 



f *Uelb0ume^ Nov* 3&* 

"PAUL ROBESON^ previously only known here 
through recordings and films* is tops and 
his voice is f as good as ever 9 according to 
Auss i e o p in la n * 

n ROBESON J touring Down Under and New Zealand^ 

has already given one concert in Brisbane and 
four in Sydney* Be is giving three here^ then 
docs two in Adelaide and two in Perth* Se*& 
playing to capacity or near~capccity houses* 



■ at 

X 
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M frt his Melbourne debut last 
week he got the cheer treatment 
-*>even before beginning his recital* 
These demonstrations are ^smally 
reserved here for teenage warblers, 
A large percentage of the capacity 
audience in the huge Kelbeftirne Town 
Hall was made w of older age groups* 

"BQBESON* with great ease* goes through 
Beethoven * Solmbert> Negro spirituals, 
quotes poetry and gives an excerpt from 
>£)theiXo** Interspersed are references 
to 'peaces injustices * 9 'brothers under" 
the skin* etc* , which gain much applatise— 
for it Is applause for a great and superb 
artist* 

n At one point in last week r $ perf oruiance 
BQBESDN said he had been made s an honorary 
JTigsaber of the 'Wharfies' Assoeiatlori,, * 1Mb 
was in reference to a current strike here 
of wharf workers and public*® s^athy 
is definitely not with them. Yet this 
statement too* said half Jooulsrly* half 
seriously^ received wild applatise* 

ff ROBESON aayB he hopes to be back Jkmn Iftider 
next year and appear with an Aussie cast 
in a production of *0thello* * 11 
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advised on November 23, 1960* that 
PAUL HOlJHBUm « SIT** and, his wife ESIANEfe, were then in 
Australia where ROBESON is completing a successful 
concert tour* ROBESON is scheduled to be back in 
London, England* on December 6, i960, following 
which he is to appear in Cuba * 

According t o flH||H| ROBESON ' s son, PAUL, 
JR., has received an invraaf^n from an unnamed 
individual in New York to visit Cuba at the time hls_ 
parents are in that country. The source related that 
PAUL ROBESON, JR., stated that the unnamed inoiviquai^ 
in New York said it would be like a "national holiday 
when PAUL ROBESON, SR., appears in Cuba. 

, gtfflMHH related that BENJAMIN J. 

DA¥IS%ta^SRn^^^W!^R0BESON, SR., would be the 
personal guest of FIDEL CASTRO in Cuba. MVIS further 
stated that he would "give anything to go to cuoa ana 
may try or at least put up a fight on it. 

"The Worker", an east coast Communist weekly 
newspaper, in its editorial of May 1, I960, 
page 12, identified BENJAMIN J. DAMS as 
National Secretary of the CP, USA. 

advised on December 21, 1959 » that at 
'Tth National Convention of the CP, USA, 

held December 10-13, 1959, PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
was eJ-e ctefl t0 the Nat?ional Commit tee of the 
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advised on Hovember -2ft* 1960> that 

stated PAUL ROBESON, SH., is the 

"greatest: wan in the Maria*" E&VTS stated that 
ROBESOH's going to Cuba will be one of the greatest 
things 'that; ever J^ppened to Chifea^y^ftll give Cuba 
world recognition. According tx-f^BHw 3Q8VI$- stated 
that this Is a great thing for the Negro people and 
for the Communist Party. Andiea ted he hoped 

the Party would give PAUL ROBSSOKb £K . ' s visit to 
Cuba all-out support , - r 

The ''Berliner Zeituog , > an East German 
newspaper* reported on Sept ember %k* .1960* that PAUL 
ROBES 01, among others, will take part in the East 
Berlin Cultural Festival, October I-16, 





The publication "Heues Beutschland" 
(New Germany) , which is the organ of the Central 
Cotanittee of the East German Gon^unist Party 
reported in its October 6, I960 edition that the 
subject , during his stay in East Berlin on October 5* 
1960, had been the recipient of the following honors t 

1, The subject was awarded the "Stern der 
VoelMerfr^undschaft'' (Star of People's Friendship) by 
MLTEa-^rfelCHT, Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

is the first recipient of this honor. 





8. Professor Doctor JMf^ 
of the Philosophy Faculty of Huifiboldt University > 
conferred an honorary Doctor of Philosophy ©n the subject 




t' ... ., 

3. Professor Doctor Doctor MAmEi^RIEmiCH, wWJ* 
President of the ft Beutschen Erledensrat^ntGeiiah Peace Council) 
conferred the "Deutsche Frledensmed&ille^ (GesiBan Peace Medal) 
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The October 6> i960 Issue of ^L^KajnaBlt^^ 
daily organ of :ih£- ^ contained 
an article, datelined October 5* I960* at Berlin* as 
follows i 

H PAUL ROBESON today received the 
degree of Doctor Sonorls Gauaa fv<m 
Humboldt University in Bast Berlin* 
The great singer Is presently In East 
Berllrij where he will give several 
concerts during the 1 Cultural Week 1 
organized in honor of the 11th 
anrilvars^ry of the proclamation of 
the 'Democratic German Republic 1 
on October 7* 11 

•■f he Worker" * an East Coast Conraunist 
wee&Xy newspaper* in Its edition of Hoverntoer I*. I960, 
on page 5, column 1, contained an article captioned 
"Democratic Oermany Honors RPBESQN% commenting 
on the honoring of FApL ROBSSOH in Berlin on the 
occasion of the eleventh anniversary of the founding 
of the German Democratic Meputelicv At a press 
conference * when RQBESO& was asked about his 
Immediate plans* R0BESO& announced that he was 
about toleave for a six weeks concert tour in 
Australia j that toward the end of the year he 
hoped to ffta&e an extended trip to Africa and that 
after that he would go to Cuba * 

The October 14, i960 edition of the East 
Geraan English-language propaganda pamphlet "German 
Democratic Beport 1 ' also carried an article on HOB^OH^s 
visit to East Berlin, referring to the honors afforded 
him and noted that he ended his visit there on October 7 $ 
i960 when he entertained the crowds gathering in East 
Berlin's Iferx-Engels Square celebrating the 11th 
anniversary of the German Democratic Republic. 
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The "Bulletin des Veltfriedenstfates* 1 
f Bulletin of the World peace Council), Nr. 12 
(volume VII )-,; dated October* I960* published monthly 
in Austria* carried an article regarding PAUL ROBESON* 
According to this article , ROBESON^ a member of "the 
World Peace Committee, was In Budapest, Hungary, from 
September 10 to September 15 > i960* at the invitation 
of the Hungarian Peace Committee. ^3Ct was also Btated 
that he took part in numerous gatherings of peace 
adherents in Budapest, as well as other Hungarian 
eitie s • 



An article in the September 1* I960, edition 
of "L^Humanite", stated that subject will take part 
in the annual Communist Party festival* which is 
sponsored by "L'Humanite' 1 on September 4-5 j I960 




An article appeared in ft L 1 Humanlte" 
dated September 3, i960, which commented on subject's 
landing on French soil on September 2, I960, at the 
Bourget Airport to take part in the festival sponsored 
by "L'Humanite" on September 4-5, i960, at La Courneuve, 
a suburb of Paris • 
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flHHH advised on October 3* I960 , that 
LOUIS WEINSTQCK In discussing his rfcent trip to 
Europe stated that when TtfEINSTQGt||i^ daughter , SUSAN \ 
was married in Hungary, PAUL RQBBBtas, who was giving 
a concert there, was a witness at this marriage* 

"The Worker'', In its edition of October 23, 
i960, page 6, column 1, contained a photograph of 
PAUL ROBESON under the caption ^DS -Hungarian 
Relations Strengthen, 11 and stated that new bonds 
between the United States and Hungary were tled ^ 
in Budapest on September 15* 1960,|^feen SUSA^WP^ 

daughter of LOUIS WEINSTOCK, General Manager of "The 
Worker ,was married. Among those present at the 

ceremony was PAUL ROBESON who appeared as a witness 
for the bride. 




11* 
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on Nave^er j\ i960, the Departs of State, 
Washington, D, C*, furnished the following Information 
concerning PAUL ROBESON 1 ^ eoneerts in Auckland. New Zealand? 

No Civic receptlVn or other formal type of 
-welcome was tendered to ROBESON during his stay In Auckland, 
although the Mayor* D. M« ROBINSON, did receive him and 
his wife at a private morning tea at the Mayor's residence, 
Aucklanders studiously refrained from consenting to the 
Principal Officer and Vice Cdnsui about ROBESON's early 
outburst to the press or his Political leanings. No 
inquiries of any kind were received by the Consulate 
regarding ROBESON 1 s status as fen American citizen or 



the circumstances under which 
a passport by the Department. 



r 

On December 15> l^SOj 
Washington, D* C,# furnished the 
concerning the propaganda impact 
visit to Adelaide, Australia % 




was originally denied 



^he Department of State, 
allowing information 
£JLUJ< ROBESON *$ 
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The recent visit to Adelaide fey FAl3k ] 

mist &e aeeotrnteft a gqr^Iet^ ^ e ■ 

was secepted South ^Mtrallans with the r*aive * J 
uncritical welcome they extend to almost all enter- 



/ 



1 



vtaihers froia 'overseas 1 # regardless of m§rlt* 

to ■> 

BPBSSQN gave two ^ell^attendeS public cohoerts* 
a free performance for the Waterside Workers , F Fe$eratl0n# 
a^d several radio* televlsl^ He 
also attended a reception given by the Eur^a ITmith League 
and the ATistralian-Sovlet Friendship Society (hbth Cownunist 
affiliates ) in honor of a visiting Soviet poxath delegation* 
Both his performanoe^ and his interviews were heavily loaded 
with propaganda designed to sell' hlmBelf m a messenger of 
peace, hrothe^hood^ and th$ rights of man* V If Adelaide 
foiihd such propaganda strange eontent for a rrtoslcal concert > 
it made no public (and little "private) eowent^ 

l# ^he following qpotes from reviewers show how 
well FPlESON r s message sucoeeded: \ 

*■ 

m Wm% a fine *»ah PAUL BOBESQN looked and sounded 
In Sunday's "Spotlight*, 7 »n Channel S, 

*He is a Srusader with so Bitten: to say It all comes 
gushing out of Mm, in words and in song*.* 

"'Set jrsy people free- 1 is the theme of Mr* 
HOBESON' s message on hehalf of the negro ^raee, and he 
speaks it, sings it, and lives it* 

* Mmik * lo^ ember 16, i960 

" ,, " !, .*: # :*in : the minds of everyone present* including 
ROBESON, was the thought of the -unique representativeness 
of the singer, who not only "drifted into drama and singing 
with a passivity which takes the breath away^\as the frogranra? 
note puts it, hut has drifted (not quite so casjaally) into 
the position of a kind of one-man hand (or league) of nations 



QDifiD 
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•'The second concert by PAUL ROBESON on Saturday 
ni glit confirmed the first impression of simple sincerity, 
both in his art and in his mission of brotherhood 

" Advertiser j NoverabeF'^S* i960 

/ Australians are by no .means: pro-»Gofnn?unistj 

the great majority are strongly anti*Gommuni8t» However* 
'they are eager for novelty and, for the most part, 
completely indifferent to international p<£litics* The 
few who are politically aware are proud/of their political 
tolerance and would not miss k change to show how much 
more broad-minded they can be than the Americans* For 
this reason, the years of controversy caused by 
refusing ROBESON a passport undoubtedly increased the 
Impact of his propaganda*** \ J 



1 

'Variety, a weekly theatrical newspaper, 
contained an article in its November 30* I960 edition 
as follows; \ 

"PAUL ROBESON 1 TOP * WITH 
DOWN UNDER P .ft . TOUR 



V 

Melbourne, Nov. 29. 



"PAUL ROBESON, previously only known 
here through recordings'*, and f ilms $ is 
tops and his voice *as good as ever 1 

according to Aussie opinion « 

\ 

"ROBESON, touring Down Under and New 

Zealand, has already given one concert 
in Brisbane and four in Sydney* He is 
giving three here, then dobs two in 
Adelaide and %m in Perth* He's playing 
to capacity or near-capacity houses. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



FUe No* 

m 100-25857 



New York 
MAR 



York 




ENTIAU 



Title Paul Leroy Robeson 



Character 

Re£eren< 



Special Agent 
captioned as a 




Internal Security - G 

made to the report of <L> 
at New York* dated and 




CO] 



All sources (except any listed beloy) used in referenced 
mx&cation have furnished reliable information In the past. 





This doeuroehi contain, neithtr recommendmiont nor «*©nelu*i 0n . of th» FBI. If i* ih* proper 
01 stie r Bl On* I* iocn*d ta your agency; it and It* O0nt»niBj*£i^ 
your agency. — ^ — 
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L INFORfv'.Yir*: CONTAINER 
tREtf* 13 UvluLf :SIF1£D 
DATE JrM^B Y | £ f ^ 



Wfl^fc fl-c? 8 ' 6 received your letter dated 
msTcn p 9 1961., ana the Interest which prompted 
your coimminicating with me i» indeed appreciated. 

*ha 4« w *-^fMJ e 1 would like to be of assistance. 
*ne jHrisaicTion ana responsibilities of the JBI 

2i«lEli y * B JWMtiflwii** agency of the Federal * 

or d 2 not f^* 6 ^ to furnishing evaluations 

w ^ v wseienis concerning %b@ cbftrttctop of iiit^ci^itv 
? J**Z individual publication or organization. 

thS policv^n? ini"S!!f*IS ,f *?? ?«esslty for 
ha* 5 y anfl not infer that we do or do 

nox fiave iQ ®« r files the information you desire. 




Sincerely youre f 



Jolm Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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There are no identifiable ref erences t© 
► Fan l l^off^obes oa r Sbout whoift 
correspondent im^Bx^^ ±i "'the'. iSt^r^tidnai.i|r fciown 
Ifegro concert singer* Be has been traveling abroad 
since 19S8> Robeson received 111 -American football 
honors and considerable faae as a scholar and singer* 
Ho has be e a ^ offieiais such 

a s JfiMta Kln^ushcaev, Soviet jprisrie Min is tor *, fie bat 
constantly :$ a*ora<S SoMef fittssia. ( : £(kM£|04') 

I Correspondent is Ms letter advisedf he ires 

| seeking i«£ omatlois about the "states of W* LsRoy 
| Robeson ainee be wished to do a series of tailas on 
this person* In view of the waiaiier in which correspon'3eat , 
letter was written tb'fMrnisfc hira literatisre wonld be 
inappropriate, . ; . ..:„:. . . , 
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Director, FBI <( 100-12304) 

PAUL LEKOY ROBESON * - 
OTiiKNAl Si£UiUTY * € 




Sol 



lyr Oiveloped conce f nlng~tr&ve 1 
suitable for 



u rau 1 1 ob re ce ive d 
in appropriate form 




2 - New York < 100*25857) 




1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route through for review) 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 



Robeson is key figure of New York Office* 
Presently residing in London, England* 
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BEF'iEIN 13 OCLASSIFl^ ^ 
EXCEPT WHHSBE: SBOW^ 

Ififonastiofi from £hls< iourc$ mst bfe & EJ*g fully p&ipa- 
phrased in ; order to protect the *our§e~ 

jGfadter Vko eircutustanceB should jbfae giibj&cfc op jj| y 
^thorlged r jp^reoriE betsope ft&affg i*e have feno&Xedce of "the" 
above in^Diwtlori • 
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Of f iee of Origin! 

The &e$£Iin«F la^Chis ease lias passed and tfteylftiFe&i* has no% 
received a report* X^u ^0 isstructad to ^|>n?mit a report 
iasG&di&tely* In tlie event a report has b$ro^ submitted, y&u -^-^ 
should make & &oi&tio& of iM Sate on wj^ft it was Bia&al ited ^ j 
on this letter, and return it to theii^^&u* Room Ho * *z ipu fl / # 1 



«£t Sttbiai t ted 



Report will be submitted 



Season for do lay 



t Mi 



3*. 





Advise Bureau re Status 



this case 



n I 1' 





.3.^:. : : ***snwa 



Advise Btxreaw whoii report csay : b*- ©xp«ct«d» 

Surep immadlately* \ 

{PXaoe your re^Xy on this fona and return to the Bureau* l&rt^ otrt^s# ^ 
top serial in the ease file the recei|?t and aefeowjtedgsoaiit of this oo»- 
©ui)i cation*) (iiw^ww 
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date: May 8, 1961 





New York 
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Hemylet dated April 2l/ l 9 6l, 
LEKOy ROBESON and Buletjfcf ~ ' 
April % 196l|r captioned 



captioned W PAUX* 

ate* dated 
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be advised 
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VNITE© STATES Q<| mNMENT 

"f- .Memorandum 



mum 



TO 



Direct or * FBI 





pate: 3/17/61 



subject: 



Legat, Bio de Janeiro C^-§5SQ. INS? 

f*) HE^I* IS UNCLASSIFIED 

W._„„„„ EXCEPT WHERE 5MS ' 



V7 



P A UL ROBESON 
IS - G 





/ 



V* 



1 >;-—:**" 



' V-. . <" : 
. - • . 

- < ■: '• -• ■ -. -■ -y- 
. . - . . « •. t- 
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The Kay 2, 1961, edition of "Ultima Hora, a leftist 
Rio de Janeiro newspaper, carried a short ^^^"^JKnS^tl 
ments were being made for the Negro singer, PAUL ROmSON, to 
come to Brazil to sing at "Fred's;' a. Rio_de Janeiro nigh. club^^ 
No date was given for this appearance. - r . -~ . \ 




Legat will follow this matter to report any in form a- 
tion developed concerning the appearance of PAUL ^°^ s 0^™ 
any other information of interest relating to such an appearance 
in Rio de Janeiro . 

It is requested that Legat he. advised of any in^oraatiOJK 
available-indicating ROB£SOK plans an appearance in Rio de Janeiro, 

One copy of this letter is being forwarded for trans- 
mittal to the Km York Office. , ■:• 




ft r 

Bur eau r 
- Rio de Janeiro 



ESStFO 
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DATE OF. BEVll* 





f QQ^ f 




B MAY 22 1961 




.•4 • •• 



it 



"Sr- 



j^g. 1 » Mr* RacllJSer 





Legal Attach* # ISio de Janeiro 

BSC* 1.2^^^* 

©ireetor^ IBS 




PAUL fcOBESC&f 
IKTERKAl SEOJSiJTIf - C 



■■:>■:.. /v. V 



»* issforaatitm bas keen received to indicate 
tbat Rc&es on anticipates travel to Brazil or other 

countries in South Aaerica. According to several reports, 
Robeson bad planned to visit Cuba possibly in late 
April* 15*61 j however, sofcject*s plans nndoabtedly curtails 
based on mnbsmmmt mpmw isdlcstiiif tbst Eobesos bad 
been confined since late March or early April for what 

would appear to be a beart allsseiit* . ....... 

It May be noted that since 1958. Robe sou bas 
■aintatt*©& a residence and besdqaarters for bis activities 
in London, England* bat bos spent a substantial portion of 
bis tiese in Russia as veil as its satellite countries* 

is a mm of relet* 
upon trawl by 



Enclosed for 
New York famish aoy 
subject In a tors suitable 




for dissemination 



2 ** lfew Yorffc 





KOTB OK YELLOW ; 




Mtibesm is key figure in liew York Office. 
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UNITED STATES cf" ERNMENT 

Memoran duM 



I 



to : BISECTOR, FBI (100-123®^) 



date: 5/18/61 



from : BEGAT, BOOT (105-720) 



1 subject: PAUL t*EfiOT B0BIS0N 

IS ^ C 



Reference Bona letter 4/25 /&1» 

Qa 5/9/61, jH0MHHi Public Affairs Section, U.S. 
Mission Berlin, furnished the enclosed photostat of an item from the 
k/2j/€l Issue of the East German newspaper "Heue Zeit, tr which contained 
a write-up of an interview with PAUL HOBESOH, 

From this interview, it appears that ROBESON* s plana for the 
future are to visit in East Germany and Hungary in the first weeks of 
summer * He then intends to go to Ghana and also to Guinea, if possible , 
as well as to other countries of West Af rica* He has also received an 
invitation from Cuba* He further indicated that he intends to go to 
Australia again and to devote the proceeds of concerts and films there to 
the welfare of the aborigines* 

It is recommended that the enclosed Photostat be translated and 
that the original and translation be forwarded to the office of origin in 
this case. 



'The foregoing is for information. 
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fttflY 23 1961 
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tts^t luosx&ue? K&n^fKinoeM tf^tins mutkgw sprtdh iwf a&stt weliOfrBftisal 
-Ipfc^i t *Kf^ §&ny^ Paul Ifc&esdii fiber seine , jb 

^^Inlt' J^drn#fc^n*frfe^ Ikaihe Lffng* 'suaetgen* Yierundajswa^ 

* 4s*rtj&krieen Ott&ewwfre weft Jto- ■'^V^j^^ la aelnem Ei&ifTier, ilra 
L 2#^& n ''%MHw^ ^ 'tf*^* * to Hotel ^SonyjcteKAjft? feeleggt &at» 

*c^rft#po^4^ isjwc^ |So&rs9ft a3ar/ia def ihzn ripeness Wefcsa. X&e* 

ipi&fe&d de&atm ^Aufmth&to ff tfer »er Menach und Uuhdt etad tMt 

•Wketi^ JSfefcropoU*' *^ ; > ^ einander auwcfcSeBcnde Pole in d&tn 

- • - . > . .i-'fy^v *o gu£ - bek&naisfE uftrted}ahmliGha& 

"Behars'lidt fc&rtjclte das Tt&eloa. ^Ttobre ^mer Stimmfc kUnge^ irai^s 

AO* wallet; Bob&soa ##r*cbefv ,*Se Wf nne, *em» *r &ber seine Ma** 

lha feel aida begrilften . p* sfnd Be- fcauer EindWdt* apridht, ftber *u^s 

:t?Wbe 'Uf)4 Schujeit. H*da^tticn£B der BitUmU und Zom. ^weao 

ycitur^gio wn^ Themi«r, Hoteoa p^nken *u Oenen feHen. die aodti 4s»- 

l£d^^t V^d lUatatdit V9f Verwgind*-- jo* r fiicht far «ida d&« Redit ^«r. 

ywg in die HancSr g«r» mO<fctc 94«9is^enwQn3e liruntfen hftbcrn,' 

kr fiberail d«f! dwi ifl l#ider wchjq er tot ftdnen Aug ea d«a t*ftfe«n 

toir^gilcfrL Aiidi In dfr ^bwjeiunioiv iter Afnl£&f>er» der *ufitraluchen tfr- 

tfer VQ41t>ria^t, Xaaa toaa dena JTajff Stat ti^h£» 



. j ±. 



Jf^ Irite ^tj«5t3irfi jetzt ohne b^- Aslena SGdameiikiu I9i«Jimf est 
Jtomt«t unterwegs* t erzDilt Manner unif die ^ftdch«n wtrdesr Alt 



UUI 



LtJJjfiMJl 



^<^e?3 sK^m. HatttrUch gab e* ftdion |MhHd%e,' KetiDtulwe uiitneh^e^ 

$tftse EeJhe ifeuMscfi&ftlfd^er iandem *w& da* Gefiihl der AAhnig 

fiegcgnungea. £3n« d*ron ist der Be- yoteln&i^der, £He UnJ v^rsltitt «sf Gilt 

mx& to def Jiwettya' g ewesen. »*- ©in* edLe Aufgabe. Vnd fn&fe 

vondert Pfttod* h*t sardr die Et«fc«nnt- fcftbea midi die Worte def ftektor* 

fttfurft Mit deurt junften Hat^^rusiis ffc*timmt, def Aaerkfcfinend vocd^r 

der mam jsftm&Ga JouniAtiiten wSdiUgen FoHe snelfter Fnu bd der 

madit Itfi sang paar Liedef, und Durdifilhrung dieaer AuTgabe sprmdx 
dv&n hftbeti wtr una lange unte^SsAl- 



tests r fiber den ICftmpf der towjeil* 
tfd&eri Ju^end fiir deii Fne^en, Hbet 



vlhr Setstes war Auatralieat*. 
CrAge Scb, »FCkhrte Sie eixi« Ggst#pM« - 
eeise dorthia^ ^ - - ; >■ v 

«rlo4f e In #eea Neuigndgebfeteou Wir £Seht£) Sl^ atif eifler gakheri Relie 
hftbea sum fiber Mutf k jr$prodien« verblnden si&i melpe Auftdtte *lf 
0ber%egt^S^dtu»U imd iggs, W«e KOn*tI*f irdt dax Arbeit de« polisJ- 
Sle tehen, war dec B^gen waerer ^ert M^n^djervder d^eWeltf3ied«nl-' 
G«*pr^^ i^t ^sp^rerst* - fcewegung vertrttt hatte «ielgt^ 
P*ul Robeson wwlhlt vofl tteSrtem Konzerte, Ovnau gwoffnmets, l»t dig" 
ftcsudi Orcrfkn Tbe&ter und gibt clcfet die tidrtige Beaeichnung dafOf. 
a«i^*t A^i»rkcmiui3^ fiber die „E«llade Ich g«lb«t nenne 4as Auftr«?t«n 1m 
v^rn i^idatsu* Ausdruc^c ^Ngtiirtich Kahmes eftaer Vetartataltyng Begeg^ 
frab« grudb die UrJver«itat der nungen fnit deas FubllktiBfS- Alii ael-^ 
Y6lterfrm«ftdftdiaft aafgeavdst Ids dim Begegnungen ^&in#§ id^ lese 
wollle mlt den Stu^enten »«« d^p Verse und iu5ere mKfc «u Fragen 
ft£rikani»«bftti X£ndem msasftmea-' det MasiX, ^te&ders aber &bex 
fcofnmep und au^t jnli der Jugend &rolkamuajk.- 




ALL IfiFORfJATira CfpNED 
DATE i^?$L3Y ffr $ ftyll& 



4/27/61 
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«eh* *rft&t i& bafra &u£ *^ » ».«b*p-.S<te-^a<ft Gaaft* 
■■»*5wbi' *naa **ieX^ ****** ; * fW T*t 



KoirUU-au^ti ^r^ic^t, tern 
ato ^. :> &toaiia$, v& d*r uma 



K>sj iat nidit our Mr fsMcti, mn&wn 

tn*?n ua<9 KtJA3t«rte ££b&n; die £^c^ dew, -iWrt^Heft' batten, iK* 




tea B^kjtr*^tea MWr^* 1» 

: Afi^rfkaiiftt. war ihtt^ yfteBskti ^ 
■ Bii^w, *on4«TTt $uf <J^r Bilhit*^ doe 

El AJ* wir ^fi* sum 4b»^JesS dieHm?w? 
^ai sine Ifert^^J*^ * 
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MY rLMS— FIGHT FEm FS^EDQl 



with 
last 



Oar Moscow correspondent HMHIK spolce 
the wrl4-faEiOus singer tML about his 



journeys' 



From 2eit tt (Hew Time} r April 27* 1961 



T 



The famt*$ peace fighter and artist PATL 
ilSM Kill come to Rpfttock for this year 1 * Baltic 
Sea >*ee$t« Our Jlosceif corre talked with 

S^nL;$C>& during his stay in the Soviet metropolis* 



1? 



J v. * » . . A. 

:<{■ '*<h 



to 

■ . ^ 

their 

office 

smiled 

wanted 

nately 

sciene 



ii 



he telephone ran§ constantly* All wanted 
with W^BSftK; all Wanted to welcome him is 
homes * Bnt erpri ses and schools * the editorial 
s of the newspapers and theaters called * 
and clapped his hands in astonishment * He 
to be ever^herej however f this was iinfortt?- 
impossible* Even in th.fe Soviet tnion, where 
e really acconplishes wonders r the day cannot 
longed* ^enty-four hours*- this is too little 



We sit in his room which he had reserved 
in the Hotel *So\^M ROBKSOK* $T>ea&s-~ 

energetically and cieariy^in the fanner pemliar to 
hxru^ This man and indifference are two noles which 
exclude each other. In the so well-%nown* inimitable 
tone of his voice lies sincere warmth when be talks 
aSbout his impressions in- Ko-s.cpw, but also bitterness 
and scorn when he thinks of those who still have not 
conquered for themselves the riqht to fwman dignity; 
when he sees before his eyes the life of the Africans t 
of the Australian ahorigihes and of 

Anveri e& » ALL h vf 0* vSviailUH bG ill rt 

vEm i s uscsysstfiEU 




i 



WtmiW^ MITB THE WP-tlt 




WZW*&% stated t n Kow I mi on the road 
Without bavinq anv definite aim* I siMnlr wanted to 

KEQ, REC'D 





date mm* J * ' ? xJ£^--&.*£ 

Br ^ J^^ 



5 H3 & 





/ 






satF *hello f to f?y Soviet friends* Of eMrse, cmite 
a number of frx®n3%f meetings took olace . One of 
them was the visit to ^Ixvestia** I was part ieuiarly 
glad to meet tire young generation of the Soviet 
jpi?rnaiists > I sang a few sons? and then we talked 
to each other for a long time: abort the str&gfXe 
of the Soviet yottths for peace s abovt their partic- 
ipation in the construction of communis^ afootit 
their successes in the wor^ in the mew territories* 
We also discrssed ^msiC|..^«-|gr.o. spirituals and jazg. 
As jmr see, our discissions covered a lot of ter* 
ritory r * w 

BGBESO& talked about his visit to 
the Gre^t Theater and expressed his aot>roval of the 
w £allad about the Soldier** He said ? *#f course* X 
also visited the Vniversity of the Friendship Between 
Kations* I wanted to meet the students from the 
African countries and also the youths of Asia and 
South ^rerica. The younn men and women as the 
representatives of different nations will not only 
■take Kith them frxm Moscow excellent technical know- 
led ae | tot also the feelina of respect for each other* 
The university fivi fills a noble task. The words of 
the rector have gladdened me very much, fcho praised 
the important' role- of my wife at the exeeittion of 
this task** 1 

I asked! m t&nr last ooal was Australia? Did 

^ ... ... 

a starring perl*ornan€e lead you there?** 

10}1^r)i replied: **f his was not the only 
reason* lot? s^t ^ttfiiig such a trip appearances 
as artist combine with the work of the political tinman 
being who represents the world peace movement* I 
$ave a few concerts* However, in the true sense of 
the word this is not the correct designation* I call 
the appearances f within the fr rework of a public 
event, meetings with the public* Itarxng such meetings 
I sin o, read verses and discuss the questions of mdc 
in particrlaf f of popular musie ^ 



ALSO IK THE USA 

HD~1S0N continued* "Meanwhile also in 
the USA wide circles have ceased to fear a visit 
of my concerts. I have again conquered the American 
public* This is not only important to myself t 
but likewise to numerous colored artists who were 
oppressed by any means. All had to be shown that 
those have lost who wanted to silence me* However, 
I am standing on my feet anain and sinn, 11 

10BE50K concluded his report as follows: 
w Xn England and Scotland the public welcomed me 
like a good acquaintance, I thank my success in 
England partly to my appearance in the Shakespeare 
Memorial Theater in Stratf ord-on-tavon (sic). Here 
I had to accept the role of Othello* To be sure, 
many Americans came to Stratford. They were apparent ly 
embarrassed that an American actor, who is not permitted 
to appear in America, plays in England; and then not 
only on an ordinary stage, but on the stage of the 
Shatre spear e Theater, which has the best actors of 
various English-speaHng countries at its disposal, 

j. u^j. uu ui i £1 iivai ui i ui~ «an £ic i.u.i" t na.fi lil Sippss&r 

there* 

"The role of Othello is the biggest one 
which I played as an actor* ?or the rest of my life 
I want to use my energies completely for the struggle 
for Africa's freedom, for the freedom of the American 
Kegroes and of the Australian aboriginal population, 
for the freedom of all who suffer from oppression." 

Mi en we said good -by to each other, I felt 
in the firm handshake of this wonderful man a confir- 
mation of his words* 



Picture of PMJL ROBESON by GT$K0K* ' 
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Subject's name la included In the Security Index gQyft 
The data appearing on th^fe^i^ card are 

current* 

Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 

and Form FB-122 ha© been jEubmitted to the Bureau* - 
A Bultable photograph | j la \ \ is not available* 

Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilised only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must" 
be concealed* - j 

Subject is employed In a key facility and - ' 
is charged with security responsibility* Interested 
a gene ies are . . . .. . .. . _ . , t S^cr^ t 

*Fhis report is " - -~ 
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Subject previously interviewed (dates) 
Si|feJeL(|fc: rtigp because 
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] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to ^the Bureau recom- ; 
x mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
10 4 l This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the * 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall ^ 
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Affairs until its dissolution in June* 1955. He has had 
elose contacts with national leaders of the CP* USA* He 

has publicly praised the Soviet Union while abroad. He 

was elected Yice-Fresident of the British-Soviet Friend- 
ship Society In May, 1959* and has been active in functions 
sympathetic to Ct&nnunlsm abroad during 1966^1961*^ 



11 >Px^1 Subject ' s SI card ["^Hyls T~] 1 & not tabbed Detconj, 



Subject's activities j_n do f~3 do not warrant Detcom 
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united states department of justice 
federal bureau of investigatjoh 
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Title: 




PAUL LER05F KOBESON 



Character 



iNfERKAL SECURITY 



Ofe Hew York, New TTorlc 

BwtOB fife No.: 3l 00-1230^ 

SEE, IKFOHSATIOS COKIAIHSR 

mm t webs shows 4 




_ RQBISCM reported to fee sroOT^' 
varioua prawinerit guests who would take part 
In Baltic Sea Week in the Baltic coastal area 
of East Germany in July, 1<?61 




uetaixs* 

-i rrrr - n mi ' 



Residence and Btoplosroent 

It is noted that On July 22, i960, the flies of the 
Passport Office, United States Departiaent of State, 
that PAXIL EOBESCK when applying for a renewal of his pa 
.gave' his .legal residehoe .as. l£. Junsel. Terrace,, $ew Hovk 
and current address as 45 Gonnaught Sciuare* London, Snglami* 



It is also noted that subject is 
singer and made a ...concert tour of Australia 
during 19o0* details of this tour 

cuss . & ^ * , 




employed as a concert 
and Hew Zealand 
th later in this 




Tfai* djM:urs«at ert&tata* fcdwhtr fr^ton^KiiiAtfcitts »er ixjnetustostfp of ilw* It J* proEH^rty d Uw FBI *nrf i* Joanit<i to your v&t&v&i It 
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Fox*eign Travel end State of HeaQth 







advised on 

at the ijth National Convention 
01* the Communist party (CP), USA, held 
December 10-13, 1959> PAUL ROBESON* 's 
JR+ $ was elected to the National 

Committee of the CP, USA* 
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NY 100-25857 




II* AFFILIATION WITH THE CP 

MOVEMENT 



Evidence of CP.. Sympathies 



The East German newspaper "Neue Zeit" in its Issue 
of April 27* 1961* contained a write-up of an interview with 
PAUL ROBESON* From this interview* it appears that ROBESON 1 s 
plans for the future are to visit in East Germany and HuHgaiy., 

in the first weeks of summer* He then intends to go to*. . 
Ghana and also to Guinea, if possible* as well as to other 
countries of West Africa, He has also received an invitation 
from Cuba. He further indicated that he intends to go to 
Australia again and to devote the proceeds of concerts and 
films there to the welfare of the aborigines. 

The publication "Neues Deutschlaiid" (New Germany), 
which is the organ of the Central Committee of the East German 
CP (SED) reported in its April 6, 196l, edition that subject 
would be among various prominent guests who would take part 
in this years Baltic Sea week in the Baltic coastal area of '* 
East Germany. It was stated that ROBESON promised to attend 
during the period July 7* to July 10, 1961, ? : 
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TRUE COPY 



J, Edgar Hoover 

5. DDT 

i/irebiux — i .i>.x 

Washington 25, D. C 





Nov* 4, 



Dear Sir: 

I have been meaning to write this letter for sometime, 
however, for one reason or another I've put it off. Tonight after 
spending an hour or so looking up old newspapers I've finally got 
around to it. 

On Aug 23, 1947 one Paul Robeson appeared at the Peekskill 
Stadium. I've found an add endorsed by the now Principle of our 
Junior High School and also our Associate Super intendnt of Schools. 
It would take many pages to fill you in on the situation we have in 
our school system and I won't go into it but it is in a mess. 




HHp^Hm also said J^^HIHI^rtBr t ^' t "We should 
[teach are children more internationaliainuMrTes^TaTionalism. n He 

/also said that in order for our children to learn the "other side" of 

I the story that the magazine "The Nation, The New Republic" and "The 

(Reporter 1 should be in our libraries. The United States press "does 

/ not always print the truth." 

/ The other two arefl 

.n 



H7 




lsgrace 




I'm sorry if I've rambled on but I get disgusted with myself 
and my fellow citizens who permitted people such as these to get in 
office. You have my very best regards and that of every member of my 
family. I will say this that John Crosby can go plum to hell and the 

fas M(MoyfMA/tf& m go the be m -°- f f - ihls country wm - b - e - 

Respectfully 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

^ 7? 



in go pium w ncix ana vue 
ter off. this country will be 

3£ VSELss&b&f* 



/s/ 
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1 - Mr. Gurley 




\ 



November 9, 1961 



Qo"-f£ 3 Oil 






"11 



— ro 



■JV- Z have received your letter dated Hovember 4 f 
1961 f end your Interest In furnishing me your observa- 
tions is appreciated* 

X am enclosing three items of literature 
which you may like to read* 



ALL iriFC^ATiON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - - ( 



Sincerely yours $ 

X EdgatHoossB 



NOVf-1931 ' 

CQMM-FSI 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Uohr 
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CoAtad 
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t* e* I* 
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Sullivan 

Tov*l 
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T*le. Room 
Ingram 
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Turner 
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1 .... It , 



ATTERTI ON SAC . WEW TORK; 



if 



■7- ,j* 




Thcr« ar« enclosed two copies of * letter £ro« * *S ? ? 



■ake 

files of your office concerning the individuals aentloned ; « 
therein end thereafter he guided by current Bureau instructions 
pertaining to security investigations of individuals*' V ; - 

> ' - — i :■ ■ . .•• ' ■ ^ ^ v;.^^^/^^ - ; - ' 

, Bufilcs contain no identifiable references 
correspondent or the individuals nentloned by Me. except Roheson 

Paul Robe son is on the Security Index of your 



Office. (100-12304) 



■7- i 



You are aware of the Identity of the publications 
•The HationV "The Mew Republic," end "The Reporter," The % ^. 
following items of literature were sent to the correspondent* 

1, Director's statement re Internal Security 4-17-61 
' 2» ' "The CowBunist Party llne H _- ■ . ■ - 
,3. "What 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 



'4 '■ ■, America. n ', \ . ^ i*^-^?-- - ' ^-^ - - 



. _ r_. ,fc i- — . «. 

I • , - " ■ * . . . ■ - 

; jc .: 'Vj!;^^- - -■ 



' ,, The Hation" has not been investigated by the Bureau 

but in the past has carried articles extremely critical of the 
FBI. (61-901) "The New Republic" is self -described as an ^ f 
"outstanding liberal magazine belonging to no party." This 
publication has been on the Bureau's **Do Not Contact List" ^ 
since 1950 because a former editor accused FBI Agents of asking 
individuals whether or not they read "The New Republic.**^ 
"The Reporter" has been characterized as a "liberal" fbft-*^?^ 
nightly magazine. In the past it Jias published articles critic* 



' rf the Bureau. 



(100-364570) iri 





H . . -I_ L 



-+■1 

f 



t 



J T 

^1 



1 




« ^ - 



-2 - 




_L-.'_..iJC;. 




Eefcrrt Form *■ 
H>-263 i5-12-S5.) 




( 



*AL BUREAU OF It 

< CONFIDENTIAL^ 




^•'.^ :- 

1 k" V rf-J % ' A' I 



9f 



h4 




-• - V^Jl' ■ 



NEW YORK 


OtQe* of Origin 

NEW YORK 


11/14/61 


taTMttgatlT* Period 

11/8/60 - 11/6/61 


TITLE OF CASE 




Report mad* by 






1 

H 

.1 






mxp 




ESLANDA CORDOZO^OBESON aka 

ALL lEFCRV^TIDN COtfTAIHEB 
IS UNCLASSIFIED i 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



SECURITY MATTER - C 




REFERENCE 



CLASS. £ EXT. BY <A 
HEASOB-PCIII II, 1^.4|g 
DATE OF REVIEW 



Report of SA 
11/16/60, at 




-C- 




dated 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



Subject's husband, PAUL LEROY ROBESON, is X Key 
Figure of the NYO, NY file IOO-25857, Buf ile/1 00 -13304. 




Capita mod*; 

4-Bureau (100-12304) (RM) 
3-New York (IOO-5668O) 



NOV-15 1961 



AGENCY 
ft£Q. REC'D 




DATE FOfW. y^ c^- ,£> 
HOW FORW, 
BY, 




Exempt frofc/GDS, Cat 
Date <d Dc(*Gksificati 



Tni 



Property of r£j — Thij r#poft Lj loentd to you by th« FBI, and 



It 



It 



r ttft sonient* er g to bub 

CONTiDENTlWl 

A U- %, aoVHUIMKNT FHJNTINO OFFICE l*f« 

>-•? ■;>•• ■ ; . . 

?-> - ~" >•, ! V ." 1 ," . ■ V . 



iitributfrd ouUid* lh* agency to which loaned. 




■ . . ■ - *. ■ >■ 



u -"I— "f - .11 '^r L M - bnSI fc -iii»i,h I 



4-750 (2-7-79) ^ f - ^ 




xxxxxx 

W v ' ^- XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



J Page<s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exemption(s) j with no segregate 

material available for release to you. 



| I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



1 I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) — _„ 

____ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



[ I For your information: 



number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



v^rv*_ __ _ 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DELETED PAGE(S) X 
NO DUPLICATION FEE x 

X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBI 



1r-^ 



■v. 








Si? 








FD-305 (R«t. 1-25-60) 



(5 




2. 



3. 

4. 
5. 



NY 100-56680 

Subject's name Is in 
The data appearing o 

current • 

"J Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 




In^he Security Index, qq 
Sec&^ity Index card are v *J 




NTJALc 



t 1 *t ti 



6. 



*~] A suitable photograph 1 Xf is { 1 is not available. 
: 5PH Careful consideration has been given to each source 

instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 

Subject is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility . Interested 

agencies are 

XUTCFX 



7.[j*G T^ 15 report is classified 

(state reason) 




o 
u 



duu jec b prevj-uuoiy interviewed (dcitets) ; 

Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason)' 
her residence in England. 



9.C 



] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 



10.[ 



— ] This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
A Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

maintains her association with Communist front organizations 
and pro-Communist articles written under her name have 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Report of: 
Date: 




November 14, 1961 

Field Office File No.« IOO-5668O 




NEW YORK 



Burwu File No, 100-12304 




Titles 



ESLANDA C0RD0Z0 ROBESON 



Character. 



SECURITY MATTER - C 



Synopiii; 




jnencan 

Soviet Friendship under caption |^5oard of 
Directors 11 , contained name ESLANDA GO ODE 
ROBESON . / A CLASS, ft EXT. BY 5^ 

V C ) -C- EEASOB-FCIM II, 1-2.4 

PATE OF EEVIEW 




DETAILS: 



I. BACKGROUND 



Residence and Employment 




ThU document contain* neither recommendation* nor twncliuloni of the FBI. It U the property of the FBI and U loaned to your agency; tt 

tta content* are not to be distributed outtlde your agency. 
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NY IOO-5668O 

It is noted that on July 22, I960, the 
files of the Passport Office, United States Department 
of State, reflected that PAUL ROBESON when applying 
for a renewal of his passport, gave his legal residence 
as 16 Jumel Terrace, New York City, and cum 
as 45 Connaught Square, London, England. 




II • AFFILIATION WITH THE 

COMMUNIST (CP) MOVEMENT 



A. Evidence of CP Sympathies 




The letterhead o f the 
American S oviet F rien dshi; ^^^ 

f reTIectsthef^^Wxng name unaer 

L e caption, "Board of Directors",. ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON . 

The National Council of Soviet-American 
Friendship has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 




"Freedoraways" is characterized in the 
Appendix Section of this report. 
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FREEDOMWAYS ASSOCIATES , INC. 

The records of the Secretary of State, New York 
State Department of State, Albany, New York, reflect that 
the certificate of Incorporation of Freedomways Associates, 
Inc., was I'illsd on March 2, 1961. u 

Tne first issue of "Freedomways, " spring, 1961, 
is eelf-d^*;-: 1 ? cei be a quarterly review of the Negro freedom 
movctut;-it punished by Freedomways Associates, Inc., 799 
Bro£dv;ay, Naw york City. 
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The New York Office is requested to review their 
file on the subject and forward any pertinent information not 
in the Bureau's possession. 
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UNITED STATES GOVlir^MENT 

Memorandum 




TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 



1/22/62 



PAuJ" ROBESON 

SM — c 

(00: NEW YORK) 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



er 3, 1961, captioned 





Washington Field lett er, N ove mber 1 
for Cleveland 



1961 





Referenced Bureau letter states: 

d Office should thoroughly 
review ■■■■■^■^upon receipt and advise the 
Bureau™ all persons mentioned and their subver- 
sive activities unless such information is currently 
in the Bureau's possession. In the event the subjects 
reside in territory of other Field Offices, those 
Field Offices should be instructed by Cleveland 
Office to furnish Bureau any pertinent information 
which is not in the possession of the Bureau." 




<P- Bureau (RM) 
2 - New York (100-25857) (RM) 
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UNITED STATED .ic/ ^NMENT 

Memorandum 




TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304 



date: 2/6/62 



FROM 









SUBTECTT! 



1?) 



SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-25857) 

(IOO-56680) 

_ j r"~) 

PAUL LEROY '"ROBESON 
IS-C 

(00: m) 

ESLANDA ROEESON 
SM-C 

(00: NY) 

Re Cleveland letter to Bureau dated 1/18/62- 
captioned 'fcSLANDE GOODE ROBESON, SM-C" and Cleveland 
letter to Bureau dated 1/22/62, captioned "PAUL ROBESON, 
IS-C". 

Refe renced le 

furnished by __ 

which included information concerning subjects* Bureau 
is in possession of all information concerning ESLANDA 
ROBESON as annual report was submitted on her on 
11/14/61. '^semi-annual . report will be submitted in 
March, 1962, on PAUL ROBESON. 
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FROM ;Mr# J # F# B2«4 X V 

subject: PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



date: February U , 1962 

1 - Mr* Belmont 
1 - Mr* Mohr 
1 • Mr* DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Rachner 



Tolson . 

Belmont 

Mohr 
Callahan 
Conrad 
DeLoa 
Evans 
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T«i«4 Room 
Ingram — 1 _,. 
(Sandy 
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u , We wil1 cont iQ<A« to follow Robeson's activities closely, 
It being apparent that the communists would exploit the passing of 
Robeson, as they have exploited his day-to-day activities, to 
propagandise, on behalf of the international communist movement. 

ine Department. State and Central TntAiiUenna i» nm *, „ 

kept currently advised. >- >^ 



100-1236** 

BCRtcdb 
(7X 



ALL I JfelA«0» CCNT. 
2* XXCETftHp 6 SH 



rr 1 Til TT . 1-2-4. ft pj 

DATE OF 8EVIEW 1-/5- 




167 hhB 2 0 1362 




P 



E2FEBX5 1962 - : 



A "a. 



C 



UNITV * STATES GOV! J TMENT 

Memorandum 



X 
i 



TO 



: Director, FBI (L00-12304 ) 
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subject: 
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PAUL LEROT R0B3SGN 
IS - C 
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DATE OF REVIEW cLl 





Enclosed are one copies of the following regarding subject: 



Letterhead Memorandum dated 



Communication dated 
12-20-61 
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bv Legal Attache 1-8-62 

(date) 



This information was received 

Source agency in letterhead memorandum or originator of communi- 
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I — i office of Special Investigations 
(081), U. S. Air Force Europe 

I — | 513th Military Intelligence 
Group 

Enclosed is classified conf * 



j — I 66th Military Intelligence 



Group 



„ Intelligence Divis$o*. 

CD Other: us Army Eurspe ^/ 



5y source 
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* 27 
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Offic* of Origin 

NEW YORK 



TITLE OF CASE 
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PAUL LEROY ROBESON, aka 



3/6/62 



9/5/61 - 3/1/62 





CHARACTER OF CASE 



lbb 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAIHBft 
HERE IK IS UNCLASSIFIED J 



REFERENCE; 



Report of SA 




EXCEPT H'HERE SHOSSg .J - 

9/7/61 , at NY 



- P* - 



ADMINISTRATIVE : 



The subject, PAUL LEROY ROBESON. Is a key figure 
of the NYO. 

Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON. NY file 
.00-56680, Bufile 100-12304, is carried on the SI of the 
NYO. 




*** M 
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NY 100-25857 





LEADS: 



NEW YORK - - -•- - 

At New York, New York 

. 1. Will remain alert for information concerning 
the return of ROBESON to the US. •' ~ . • 

* V- " 

2, Will continue to follow and report his 
activities while abroad and In the US upon his return. 
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Subject's name Is included iflHE^eSsecurity Index. 
The data appearing on the Security Index card are 

current . 



i 1,- 



3» | I Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
^and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 



5f x 
/ 



^•□3 A sultabl e photograph Hxl is j j is not available* 
Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 

be concealed* 
] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are 
This 



8. 




Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

Subject was not reinterviewed bemuse (state reason} 
he is not residing in the US* f 






mm 
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] This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 
ROBESON was National Chairman of the Council on African 
Affairs until its dissolution in June, 1955. He has had 
close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA. He 
had publicly praised the Soviet Union while abroad. He 
was elected Vice-President of the British-Soviet Friend- 
ship Society in May, 1959* and has been active in functions 
sympathetic to Communism, abroad during I96Q-i9oI, 



11 



]T~ Subject »s SI card pn is [ 



XI Subject f s activities [~X~| do 
tabbing. 



] is not tabbed Detcom. 
I do not warrant Bet com 



- E* - 

CqV£^P4GE 




a ; 



r T t 



'A 



(Rev. WO) 




rfTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 



Report ok 
Date: 

Fiild Office Filt N04 

Title: 




NY 100-25857 

PAUL LEROY ROBESON 



Office New York, New York 



Bureau File No,; 100*1 2304 



"3 



Character: 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Synopsis; 




ALL IEFQRSAIIOS CDHIA: 
HC^EIH ISHKCLASSIFIia ;» 
EXCEPT WHER£ SHOWS i " 
OTHERWISE ^. 




CLASS. & EXT. BY 
REASOH-FCIM II. 1-2.4.2 / 
DATE OF REVIEW %-fm- 9ty 



-7/ 




Thli document contalni either recommendation* nor ewelualoM^the FBI. It 1* toe property of the FBI 

it* contents an not to be distributed outside roor Agency* 



and U loaned to your agency; tt and 



' - - - . - ' 




4-750 (2-7-79) 



> 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



L Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 



tn/linnfarl avnldin f Vi i C: i^oloti t~\r\ 




Deleted under exemption(s) V AJ J with no eegregable 

material available for release to you. 

I I Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
j j Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
| I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) „ _ 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you, 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



hp advised nf flvflilnhilitv uoon return of the material to the FBI. 



~mj I' 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



I I For your information: 



5^ 



The following number is to be usedjbr reference regarding these pages: ^ 



www 

AAAAAA 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DELETED PAGE(S) X 
NO DUPLICATION FEE $ 

X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



7 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 



indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) _ with no segregable 

material available for release to you. 

D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

F~] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

1 I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) . . 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



I I For your information: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DELETED PAGE(S) X 

NO DUPLICATION FEE x 

X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



FBl/D 



4-750 (2-7-79) 



r 



V. . J 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



3. 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



□ Deleted under exemptions ) 



with no segregable 



material available for release to you. 



CJ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 



V : „ i : i I i _ i.i j.: j.i „ l. 



nuuniiiiuoii ptrruuneu. uuiy lu a unru party* lour name its uhuju m uits Line umy. 

ryl Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

.„ , was/were forwarded to tnem for direct response to you* 



Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page<s> withheld for the following reason(B): 



I I For your infoimation: 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



WWW 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
&N0 DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THK PAfiE X 

xxxxxxxxraloncxxxxxx 



4 



!*.•-• • • - 



ft 



resist 




it 






CABLBGRAM 



URGENT 



TO? I^AL^T^CHE, LONDON (100-1666) 

)-12304) — (0&\ 



DIRBCTOR, rfel XI' 




1 - Liaison (Bartlett) 
1 - Mr. Kachner 

April 16, 1962 

. . _ r i nrr nU AMTP A Tiffin 

KESEIE IS UKCLASSIFOB ^ 

EXCEPT vr*:3E5IOW| -J"" 
OTHERWISE^' 



CJASS. ft EXT. VI <tetJ*UJ 
SEASON-FCIM II, 1-8, 4. £ » - 




LEROY ROBESON, INTERNAL SECURITY DASH 



KEURLET AND MEMORANDUM DATED NOVEMBER 1 

■ ii ■■ . \ ' - 0 




t-Y* v * - ■ ■■ 




C 



r 



(J 




Cablegram to London 
Re: Paul Leroy Robeson 
100-12304 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 



com 




Robeson is key figure Hew York Office. He is Neero coxert 
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Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



Mr 





Mr. w. C. Suli^nj /j T 




Holm*! 



subject: Paul leroy robeson 

internal security - c 



April 17, 1962 ^y^H 

- Mr. Belmont 

- Mr. Mohr 

- Mr. Sullivan 

- Mr. DeLoach 

- Mr. Rachner 

- Mr. Glascock 





Robeson, internationally known concert singer and apologist 
for USSR who has an extensive history of participation, sponsorship, 
and influence in national and international communist affairs, left 
the United States in 1958 and has since maintained residence in 
London with substantial periods spent in the USSR. He i sJiev figu re 
n-p w ew York Office and his name is in Security Index. — 
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Pffice Memo&zndum • united stM^s government 




Director, FBI 
/Xegat, London (p) 
PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

IS — c 

(Bufile 100-12304) 
(London file 100-1162) 

ES LAND A ROBESON 
SM • C 

(Bufile 100-399388) 
(London file 100-1666) 

00: New York 



date: Hay 29, 1962 




At 1 





Renylet 3/27/62, 

There are enclosed the original and seven copies L 
of a memorandum containin g information concerning s ub- 0 
Jects made available by _ 
Passport Section, American Embassy, London. 

As subjects are currently residing in England, 
these cases are being maintained in a pending status 
to be followed with sources of this office. 









.. .r * ■ 

■ ""V - .,.1 

- i V •* - * 



.v .7 v.- 



3 - Bureau (Enc* 8) : : t " r 

1 - Liaison Section (Sent direct) (Enc+ 1) 

l : S&S tiSSiillii all information contained 

ACM:vw 

(6) 



HERB: ; IS UNCLASSIFIED , 
DAT E it^slB Y^j%^ 



A' 



>. 



BED- 61 






C 8 JUN 1 8''' 





<>!• 



c 




tr « JIM 1 7 .1562 




>.*s 



7 ti ^ 




In Reply, Pfaw Ityr * 



we -■ 

-'ft - 



UNiiED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEEAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON 35, ft. O 



Kay 31, 1962 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
ESLANDA ROBESON 1 ' 




1 




On May 25, 1962, 
Passport Section, American 

May 18, 1962, subject ESLANDA 

American Embassy requesting a renewal of herVTs. "passport. 
At tjyit time she also made an appointment for her husband, 
PAUIpROBESON,. to come to the Embassy and this appointment 
was made for May 25, 

dvised that both passports were 

renewed in July, I9t>0, for two years and would need to 
be reissued in July, 1962. This was the reason prompting 
the appearance of subjects at the Embassy. 





PAUL 

on May 25 and^ 
he appeared to 
ROBESON advised 
be hospitalized in 
but is allowed to 
no travel plans at 
plans until he is 



eared with his wife at the Embassy 
„ spoke briefly with him. She stated 
frail and subdued old man. ESLANDA 

^Jthat her husband continues to 

a nursing home on the outskirts of London 
come in for weekends. She stated they have 

the moment and cannot make any travel 
released from the hospital. 





said the subjects' applications for 
passport racmtles, by Department of State ruling, have 
to be referred to the Department for approval and Bhe will 
advise further If and when this approval is received. 
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^* London letter and ■eooranasai, both dated 5-29-62. « 

2 1^1.?^ P**H*rt reseval requests ef siAJects 

« - Brt>as3y t Uadea. lud been referred te * - ^ 




I»ep&raeat ef sute /or efprovU* 




urtaent ef State l^s edrleed that pit 
anoa Robesoa faasaach &s she signed 
* bad sever bees seaher of Coaauuist 
tire croup* He seotloa was made ef afljf isssaaet 
s f-ul fiobesoa. -.; 



.-IV T i 




■4*S* 




_ _ WftShiMftea Field office preaptly review passport 
records for coe^Iete Info nut lea coaccrnlnf subjects 1 pussnbrt 
reoew^l plications* Subeit resolu in ■eoor«ndttn font 
suitable for dlsseslsatl on* 





3 1 






^ ^ Hew York Office thoroughly analyze ell sTallabls r I 

Isfomatlon coocersisg subjects to cetera! bc whether a possible 
wiol&tion of passport sanction provisions ef internal Security 
Act ef 1950 by either subject exisfc if possible violation 
exists, handle pnrsaast to SAC Letters 61-61 end 62-29 sad 
Bureau letter te ell offices dated 6-14-62 relating te passport 
violations under the Internal SecarJ.ty a« of 1950. Advise 
Bareao ef results of yoarjoariew^ y 

rMhiaetoa ritid . HEREIN IS UHGUSSIFIED 1 ' 



^ - 7 "note on yellow^J , • • DAT E_Z^Z=f^BY^£4 



Tob-^lL 1A _ fi V ^SOjects in Security Index.. Have resided abroad since > „ 
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UNITED STA 
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•ERNMENT 
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to & : 




1 * 



subject: 



1. - * -' r- 



DIRECTOR, FBI CONFI 
LEG AT, LONDON (P) 

(P 

PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
IS - C 

(Buttle 100-12304) 
(London file 100-1182) 

ES LAND A ROBESON 
SM - C 

(Buttle 100-399388) 
(London file 100-1666) 

00: New York 



Remylet dated March 27 j 19^2 



DATE* July 30, 1962 



, T » if- - 

i— , t*~T it f : 

*^ : T^:cmiION C!>!?TAIHH> 
IS UNCLASSIFIED y 

ESviyT 'fiKERE SHOWS ' 
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These cases are being maintained in a pending status 
to be followed with sources of this office, 
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1 Foreign LialBon - sen 
1 London (100-1182) 
1 London ( 100-1666) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFVSSTICE 




FEDERAL BUR 

C 0 N F 



J» Reply* PUwe Refer to 
File No, 



OF INVESTIGATION 

Tilt 



WASHINGTON 25, D. & 

July 30, 1962 



■ 5 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON; 
ESLANDA ROBESON 




This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 

of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 

your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed out- 
side your agency. l-ll-ff 

CUSS. 4 EXT. W «M/*tftl rf 

wjHSOK-tfCIW II. 1_z - 4 -* 
DATE OF REVIEW 
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UNITED STA 




JOX^ I NMENT 

Memorandum 



( 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 8/3/62 



SAC, WFO 



subject: 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
IS c 

(Bufile 100-12304) 
(NYfile 100-25857) 
(WFOfile 100-19021) 



(P) 



0/ 



E SLA NBA TtOBESON 
SM - C 

(Bufile 100-399388) 
(NYfile 100-56680) 
(WFOfile 100-41052) L?) 



ReBulet to New York dated 7/25/62, 




( 




On 7/31/62, V^^HH||HHH|^HHP!3ecurity 

Division^Kisspor^Wiice IC 

hat PAUL LEROY ROBESON has been requested 

urmsh an affidavit concerning Communist Party membership 
on his part, and that as of 7/31/62, ROBESON had not 
furnished such an affidavit. His application for renewal 
of his passport is being held in a pending status and no 
further action has been taken. 



IC 

passport file 
for review. 

[^-Bureau 

-New York (RM) 
2-\7FO 

TCR : ktk 
(8) 




was also advised on 7/31/62, that the 
ESLANDA ROBESON was not yet available 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATEir^rJ^-BY. 
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omoN/u kmm mo. to 

UNITED STATV^ "RNMENT ^ 

\ Memorandum 

to DIRECTOR, FBI (100-12304) date: JUIfilOWM 

f (100-399388) 

E*6m : SAC, NEW YORK (100-25857) 

(100-56680) 

subject: PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

"INTEHNAITB KCUKlTy -C 

ESLANDA^ ROBE SON 
SECURITY MATTER - C 

ReBulet to NY dated July 25, 1962. 

Relet requested analysis of subject's files to 
determine whether possible violation of passport sanction 
provisions of Internal Security Act of 1950 by either subject, 
exists. 

The Department has advised In previous correspondence 
relating to passport sanctions, that In order to establish 
a violation under Section 6(a)' (1) #r (2) of this act, "it 
would be essential for the Government to prove Communist 
party membership during the approximate period of the 
particular act involved, that is, the act of making ap- 
plication for a passport or the renewal of a passport or 
the act of using or attempting to use the passport", 

PAUL ROBESON and his wife, ESLANDA, have been in 
Europe and on concert tours abroad since approximately July,/ 
i9i>B. There is no information in the subject's files which 
indicates any present membership or continuation of pAst 
membership in the CP# Information in the file reflects 
that the CP of Great Britain had decided when the RDEESONS 
arrived there, that they should avoid becoming involved in 
any open CP activity and that they would not be asked to do 
anything on behalf of the Communist organization nor would 
they arrange any party sponsored events for them* 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . ■ 
DATE AH- H BY ^ ^V^ 

4)- Bureau fffjut) ' KEC " 16 \ 

(100-12304) lie AUG 13 1962 \ 

(2) (100-399388) 
1 - New York (100-25857) , W — r\ ( 

1 - New York (100-56680) y,' fLctf^ 






JHS:Jbm -VS 

S1 AUG 171962 



NY 100-25857 



*. , , * The apartment haB also advised that it would be 

helpful If the government could establish that the subject - 
had actual knowledge of the prohibitions of Section 6 of 
the ISA - 1950, concerning the application for a passport . 
or the use of a passport and that he had actual knowledge that 
the section proscribed such use, \ - 




Since there is no evidence of present or recent CP 
membership on the part of subjects in view of the Department's 
interpretation of the passport sanction violation, it Is not 
believed that a possible violation of the passport sanction 
exists on the part of subjects. 




UNITED STATES GQyERNMENT 

* Memorandum 





DIRECTOR, FBI 



m : 



SAC, WFO 




8/24/62 




subject: 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

IS — c 

(Bufile 100-12304) 
(NY file 100-25857) 
(WFO 100-19021) . P. 
(00: NY) 

- 6) 

ESLANDlA ROBESON 
SU - C 

(Bufile 100-399388) 
(NY file 100-56680) 
(WFO 100-41052) P. 
(00: NY) 



ReBulet to NY dated 7/25/62. 

j 

There are forwarded herewith eight copies of a LHU 
to the Bureau and two copies to NY setting fo rth the results 
of a review of subject i' passport files by 



L 



t. 



— i 

i 




Copies were made of the passport photographs of 
the subjects which will be forwarded to NY by routing slip at 
a later date, 

WFO will determine the passport number of each subject 
and advise Bureau and NY by separate communication. 





The t LHM is classified "Secret" since the 

contained th&^ein was taken from State Department files which 

, go ox dec LAssrr.ED dy. ifrf.fy.J™^ 

ureau (EKD.8) 0N 7-4}- W 

4-New York fclnc.2) (RM) ' * - ' * " ' , T^^U 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




In Rtpfy f TUam RJw » 



WABHINCTOft IS, A. C» 



AUG 2 ^96? 



tAUL LE&VI H0BE50N 

E SLANT) A ROBESON 



The file for Paul Leroy Robeson was reviewed on 
August 7, 1962 and was found to contain the following! 

On Kay 25* 1962 at London, England, Robe&on made an 
application for a passport* In this application he stated he 
had previously been issued Passport Number 11^5187 on June 
1958 ^t Washington, D. C*, and this passport had been renewed 
in London, England, on June 26, I960. He stated he was born 
April 9. 1898 at Princeton, New Jersey and was currently resid 
lng at 45 Connaught Square, London V 2, England* His parents 
were listed as William D* Robeson, born in North Carolina and 
Maria Louisa Bustill, born in Pennsylvania* He was last mar- 
ried on August 17, 1921 to Eslanda Goode Robeson who was born 
December 15 • 1896 at Washington, D. C. In his application 



had no plans to travel outside of England because of his poor 
health. In connection with his passport application Robeson 
submitted a sworn affidavit which reads as follows t 

"I, Paul Leroy Robeson, am not now 
a member of the Communist Party, 
United States of America, and that 
I have not been a member at any 
time during the twelve (12) months 
nr e c e ed 1 ng"May 25, 19^2, the date 
of my application for a passport* * 

The following descriptive data appeared in Robeson's 
passport filet 




Height* 

Eyest 

Ha in 

Market 

Occupations 



6*2* 
Brown 

Black- grey 
None 

Singer and actor 



■ 

By Operations Memorandum dated August 7» 1962 the 
State Department authorized the American Embassy in London, 
^JEngla^^o issue a passport to Robeson. 

DECLASSIHED BY. ^Mfifl^ 
COPIES DESTROYED „ 4 , 
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BE* PAUL LEROY ROBESON; ESLANDA ROBESON 



The pa b sport file for Eslanda Ooode Robeson was also 
reviewed on August 7$ 1962 and was found to contain the following! 

Mrs. Bobeson made application for a passport at 
London, England, on May 15, 1962. In this application she stated 
she had previously been issued passport number 110^293 at New 
York City on July 7, 1958 which passport was renewed at London, 
England on Hay 17, I960. She stated ishe was born December 15» 
1896 at Washington, D. C. She stated she was currently resid- 
ing at k$ Connaught Square, London W 2, England. She listed 
her parents as John Jacob Ooode born in Illinois and Eslanda 
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Mrs. Bobeson stated she had no plans to travel out- 
side of England but intended to remain abroad indefinitely* 

In connection with her passport application, Mrs. 
Robeson furnished a sworn affidavit which reads as follows! 

"Referring to the letter from the 
American Embassy of July 10* 1962 

I hereby state categorically and 
without any reservations whatsoever, 
that I am not now, and have never 
been, in all my life, a member of 
the Communist Party, United States 
of America, or in any other country. 
NEVER 1 * 

The following descriptive data appeared in Mrs. Robeeon'p 
passport filet 



Height* 

Eyes* 

Hair* 

Market 

Occupation* 



5'3" 
Brown 

Black-grey 

None 

Writer 



In connection with the passport applications of Mr. 
and Mrs. Robeson and at the request of the American Embassy, 
London, England, Mrs. Robeson furnished the following travel 
itinerary for herself and her husband since July 11, I958t 



England 
USSR 
England 
USSR 

England 

Czechoslovakia 
England 



7- 11-58 

8- 15-58 

9- 15-58 
12-30-58 

3-9-59 

6-10-59 

6-12-59 



to 
to 
to 
to 

to 
to 
to 



8- 15-58 

9- 15-58 
12-30-58 

3-9-59 

6-12-59 
8-1-59 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 



date: 8/31/62 



SAC, VFO 
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PAUL LEROY ROBESON 

IS - c 

(Bufile 100-12304) 

(NYfile 100-25857) 

(WFOfile 100-19021) CJPVC 
(OOiNY) 

ESL AND A ROBE SON 
SM - C 

(Bufile 100-399388) 
(NYfile 100-56680) 
(WFOfile 100-41052) (P|/0 
(00:NY) * 

ReVFOlet and LHM dated 8/24/62. 

r 

There are forwarded herewith eight copies to the 
Bureau and four copies to New York of a LHM setting forth 
the passport numbers and dates of issue for the captioned 
subjects* 




3) - Bureau (Enc* 8) 
3 - New York (Enc* 1) (RM) 
2 - WFO 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C 

August 31, 1962 



PAUL LEBOY ROBESON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

BSLANDA ROBESON 
SECURITY MATTER - C 



On August 24, 1962, 
Security Branch, Legal Division, Passport Office, 
States Department of State, advised as follows: 

On July 24, 1962 Passport Number Zl 62475 was issued 
to Eslanda Robeson by the American Embassy, London, England. 
On August 13, 1962, the same Embassy Issued Passport Number 
Z162860 to Paul Robeson, 
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TITLE OF CASE 













PAUL LEROY 'ROBE* ON, aka 
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V 



W62 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

3/2 - 8/24/62 



REPORT MADE BY 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



REFERENCE : 



DAI*, 




IS - C 



Repj&rfc. of SA 

EXCEPT rHE?i^ffiH FI 3 y 




dated 3/6/62 



- P* - 



A^INISTRATIVE 



The subject, PAUL LEROY ROBESON, is a key figure 
of the NYO. 

Subject's wife, ESLANDA GOODE ROBESON, NY file 
100-56680; Buflle 100-12304, is carried on the SI of the NYO. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
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As noted in instant report an article appeared 
in the London newspaper "Daily Sketch" of June 9, 1962, 
which indicated PAUL ROBESON was not going to accept the 
Job offered to him at the University of Accra in Ghana. 

Concerning PAUL and es tanda Rrmresr>N»s applications 
for renewals of their passports ,^0H|H|||HlHHflH^^PMP 

passport Section, American Emhassy^Tonaon^advisedon^^^^^ 
May 18, 1962, that the subjects applications for passport 
facilities, by Department of State ruling, have to be 
referred to the Department for approval and she will ' . 
advise further If and when this approval is received. ftA \ 
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INFORMANTS '. ; 
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— A. * 



Identity of Source 



Pile Where Located 






NX" T-2 S - 
G-2, US Army, Europe 



The following informants were contacted 
during August, 1962, and could furnish no Information 
concerning subject: 




£0 




LEAD - 
NEW YORK 



At New York, New York 



1. Will remain alert for information concerning 
the return of ROBESON to the U.S. 



2. Will continue to follow and report his - 
activities while abroad and in the US upon his return. 
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Subject's name is Included in the Security Index. „ 
The data appearing on the Security Index card areCONFtDENTiAli 
current. 
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I f!hftncrf»H fin .^P>r»M r*A •fiir TnHoy r*a-r»H a-r*A v*c*r> aaot 

and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau, 
•DO A suitable photograph | ^1 is | | is not available. 



PH Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources tnust 
be concealed* 
I ~1 Subject is employed in a key facility and 

is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
as ancles are , . 

because 



# CO This report is classified 
(state reason) 



confidential 





3 Subject previously interviewed (dates) 



lx I Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 
he is not residing In the US. 



9.C 



□ This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 

mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

10.120 Th is case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

ROBESON was National Chairman of the Council on African 
Affairs until its dissolution in June. 1955, He has haH 
close contacts with national leaders of the CP, USA. He 
had publicly praised the Soviet Union while abroad. He 
was elected Vice - President of the British -Soviet Friend- 
ship Soviety in May, 1959* and has been active in functions 
sympathetic to Communism abroad during i960 - 196l # 




Subject's SI card pn is [ 
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Subject's activities PH do 
t abb inn. 



is not tabbed Detcom. 
] do not warrant Detcom 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




September 5, 1962 
100-25857 



OHi«: NEW YORK 




Bureau File Hoj 100-12304 



Title: 



Character: 



Synopsis: 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 




SON have applied Tor renewal of their i 
American passports, which, as yet, have not | 
been issued."-' ^ 

CO 
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DETAILS: ^ 



I. BACKGROUND 



Residence, State of Health 
and Passport Renewal 







On May 25, 1962; 

Passport Section, American Embassy,~Xondon, 
advised on May 18, 1962, that subject's wife ESLANDA, 
ROBESON arrived at the American Embassy requesting a 
renewal of her United States Passport, At that time, 
she also made an appointment for her husband, PAUL 
ROBESON, to come to the Embassy and this appointment 
was made for May 25. - 



advised that both passports were 
renewed in July, 190O, for two years and would need to 
be reissued in July, 1962. This was the reason prompting 1 
the appearance of ESLANDA and PAUL ROBESON at the Embassy. 

PAUL ROBESOl^mgm^jith his wife at the 

Embassy on May 25 an ^HjHIHHV s ^ oke briefly with him* 
She stated he appeare^^^o^^^rer^yjaij^and subdued 
old man, ESLANDA ROBESON advised|^BHHHP that her 
husband continues to be hospitalized in a nursing home 
on the outskirts of London but Is allowed to come in fpr 
weekends. She stated they have no travel plans at the 
moment and cannot make any travel plans until he is - 
released from the hospital. 
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I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
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"The Worker", dated April 24, 1962, page 2, 
column 2, contained an article captioned "Greetings to 

Robeson" as follows: 

■ „. "April 9th marked the 64th birthday of one of 
the greatest sons our country ever produced, Paul Robeson, 
The Worker sends him its warmest, most heartfelt and, 
comradely greeting. . 
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. Health and long life to you Paul. " May - 
the day be soon when our country will again hear * - 
your magnificent voice and witness again a superb 
performance such as in years past brought us to - ■ ' 
appreciate the depth of your humanism and your 
measure as a rounded and dedicated artist v?ho fujly 
understood the relation of art to the people's freedom, 
social progress and world peace." 



Informants, who are familiar with subject - - 
and his activities were contacted during August, 1962, 
and could furnish no information concerning the subject 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 
September 5, 1962 
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Title 



Paul Leroy Robeson 



Character 



Agent 
at New 




Internal Security - C 

is nade to report of Special \$ 
dated and captioned as above, 



All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past* 






This document contains n*lth*r recommendation* nor conclusion* of th* FBI. ItT* th* pro party 
of th* FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and It* content* ar* not to b* distributed outeid* 
your agency. 
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TITLE OF CASE 




INVEST! e ATI VE PERIOD 

8/25/62-11/1/62 
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PAUL LETTCY F.OBESOH, aka 



REPORT MADE »Y 




IaRACTER Of CASE 




E 



IS -, c 



_d I. 




Report of S 




dated 9/5/62T 




- P* - 



akii-tisthative: 



The subject, PAUL LEROY ROBESON, is "a key figure 
of the 17*0. 



Subject's .rife, S3 LA I DA GO ODE R0BE30IL ,11* file 
100-*6680, Buflle 100-1230% Is carried on tne SI of the NYO. 




COPIES MADE: 



jp- Bureau ( 100-1230*0 (RH) 
- new Ycrk (100-25857).. 




DISSEMINATION WECORO Of ATTACHED REPORT 



11 NOV 14 1962 



W tF| m r ■ 



AGENCY 

REQUEST RtCD. 
DATE rWO. 

mow n 



5 5 NOV 2 31962 



NOTATIONS 
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LEAD: 



II3W YOPJC 
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At iTavr York, 1:3;: Yorl: - ' - ; . ■ " . 

* _ - .— ■ 

1. Will remain alert for information concerning 
the return of ROBESON to the United States. 

2. Will continue to follow and repoirt his . 
activities while abroad and in the United States upon his 
return. 
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Subject's name Is Included In the Security Index. 
1 ~f The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current . 

] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form PD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau* 
A suitable photograph I I is | | Is not available. 

Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
Instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 
] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged nith security reapoi^ lbility . Interested 
agencies are 




3T"1 This report is classified o^^JfL because 
(state reason) 

the information furnished Tfj th; State Department 
concerning the subject's passport review was classified 
as Secret, 



Subject previously Interviewed (dates) 

X] Subject was not reinterviewed because (state reason) 

he is not residing In the United States. 



1 1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 
and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 

~xH This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and It continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

ROBZSON was national Chairman of the Council on 
African Affairs until Its dissolution in June., 1955. 
He has had close contacts with national leaders of the 
CP, USA, He had publicly praised the Soviet Union 
while abroad. He was elected Vice-President of the 
British-Soviet Friendship Society in LSay, 1959> and has 
been active In functions sympathetic to Communism 
abroad during 1900-1961, 

Subject's SI card QQ1b l~~~l l a not tabbed Detcom, 
~^T\ Subject f g activities m do I I do not warrant Detcom 
tabbing. 
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ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

OF INVESTIGATION 




100-25857 
PAUL LEROY ROBESON 



Office: 



New York, New Yotflc 



Bureau File N0.1 100-12304, 



Character: 



INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



Synopsis 



PAUL ROBESON and his wife ESLANDA ROBESON applied 
for renewal of their American passports in London, England, 
and were issued these passports on 8/13/62, and 7/24/62, 1 
respectively, fyfc^feij 
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DETAILS : 

- I. BACKGROUND 

Residence and Passport Renewal >. ; ^ t 

~. r : ; " The passport file for PAUL LERO Y ROBESON was 
reviewed on 8/7/62 by Special Acent (SA) 
and contained the following;: 
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On May 25, 1962, at London, England, ROBESON made 
an application for a passport. - In this application he ... 
stated he had previously been issued Passport Number '11U5137 
on Juno 25, 195o, at Yfachiri^ton, B.C., and this passport had be 
renewed in London, England, on June 26, i960. Ke stated' " •■ 
he uanfborn April 9* IS98 at Princeton, Heu Jersey and was 
currently residing at h5 Conn»Ucr.j^Square, Londsn^W 2, 
England. Rls parents were li'i'JJk b\ WILLIAM Bi^TTCBESOlL--. 




born Lia-aaatIa.-Cai!o3 i na and MARI A LC^f s^ii^t^?ILT Jju ^r2^ jr^ 
Penn sylvania. He was last married on^XuguJT^^^^^zPw 2 

Washington, C. In his application R0E3SOI7 stated he 
intended to renaln abroad indefinitely but had no plans 
to travel outside of England because of his poor health* 
In connection with his passport application ROBES OH submitted 
a sworn affidavit which reads as follows; . . . 

"I, PAUL LEROY ROBESOII, am not jiow : 

a member of the Communist Party/ 

United States of America, and that . ■ 

I have not been a member at any ' - ; ...... 

time during the twelve (12) months 
prece^dlns Kay 25, 1962, the date 
of iny application for a passport/ 1 

The following descriptive data appeared in 
ROSESOU's passport file: , 

Height: . '-. • , ■ 6 '2" ■ . ' : 
Eyes: ' Brown 
Hair: Black-grey 
Marks: None 
Occupation: Singer and actor 

On August 2^, 1962, Ehe United States Department 
of State furnished information that on July 2h, 1£62, pass- 
port number Z162475 was issued to ESLANDA ROBESON by the 




m 100-25857 



American E^bass^, London, England, and on August 13, 1962, 
the same Embassy issued passport number Zlo23c0 to PAUL". 

E0EE30E» * . . 

In connection with the passport applications or 
Mr and Lire. R033S0U and -at the request of the American : . 
Embassy, London, England, Mrs. R032S01I furnished the . ■ 
follov:ing travel itinerary for herself and her husband 
since July 11, 1958: 



England 

USSR 
England 

USSR 

England \ 

Czechoslovakia 

England 

Austria 

England 

Rounania 

England 

Prance 

England 

USSR - 
Engl arid 

Germany 

England . 

Prance 

England 

Budapest 

England 

Germany 

Australia and 

New Zealand Tour 

England 

USSR 

+ 1 -* 

England 



8/15/58 
9/l5/58 ft 
12/30/58 

|/io/59 

6/12/59 

8/1/59 

8/4/59 

8/20/59 

8/24/59 

9/4/59 

9 / 5 -£ 5 J 
1/18/60 

2/7/60 

6718/60 

6/20/60 

9/2/60 

9/6/60 

9/9/6/0 
9/15/60 

10/4/60 



10/10/60 

12/6/60 

3/15/61 



to 
to 
to 
to 

r I 

to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 

to 
to 
to 



8/15/58 

9/15/58 

12/30/58 
3/9/59 



VlO/59 
6/12/59 

8/1/59 



8/4/59 
8/20/59- 
8/24/59 
9/4/59 
9/5/59 



1/18/60 
2/7/60 
6/18/60 
6/20/60 
9/2/60 

9/6/60 
9/9/60 

9/15/60 
10/4/60 
10/8/60 

12/6/60 

V15/61 
6/IO/61 



(111 in 
bospltal) 



6/10/61 , to 6/24/61 



(111 in 
bospltal) 
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England 
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6/24/61 
■9/12/61 



to 
to 



9/12/61 

* 

present 



(111 in 
hospital) * 
(111 in.:;, v " = 

nursing home but 
much better now) * 



* 111 in hospital appoint ly 
. refers to illness of PAUL 

ROBESON. 
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Director, FBI (100-99729) 



Legat # London 





This Information will also oe rep or tea in wifr 
BESOlTTile In the next communication on that file, 
directed to the Bureau, ^f^^ 

As there are no further leads outstanding in the 
DU B01S case at this time, it is being placed In an RUC 
status subject to reopening upon receipt of additional 
information, 

A copy of this communication is also being sent 
to Legat* Bern, for information* f v 

^iir ; K?aiI os comma 

zxc&i khsss mom 
3 * Bureau (Enc # 5) " WBBmat^ 

1 - Liaison Section (Bent direct) (Snc« l) 
1 - Legat, Bern (Enc* It (Bent direct) 
1 - London 
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NEW YORK 



OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

NEW YORK 



INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 



TITLE OF CASE 



o 





11/7/61 -!P/g2/6g 




TYPED BY 



cww 



ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON aka 



tZ*4 IJfFCRjiATION OOKTAIHEB 
fSETJEIB IS UNCLASSIFIED £ 



CHARACTER OF CASE 



SECURITY MATTER - C 



REFERENCE piHERWISB 



Report of SA 




dated 11/14/61 



- C - 



ADMINISTRATIVE 



Subject's husband, PAUL LEROY ROBESON, is a Key 
Figure of the NYO, (NY file 100-25857; Bufile 100-12304). 



CUSS. 4 EXT. BV^i^jtUJ. 
HEASOK-FCIM II, 1-2. 4. Z_ 
PATE OF REVIEW II- 1 






Bureau (100-12304) (RM) 
3 - New York (100-56680) 



c - 



25 NOUS ^62 




REC-21 
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NY 100-56680 





INFORMANTS 




Identity of Source 



Location 



The following informants were contacted during 
August - Spetember, 1962^ and could furnish no information 
concerning the subject: 
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1. 
2. 



"3C 



3.[ 



Subject's name is included in the Security Index* 
The data appearing on the Security Index card are 
current* 

] Changes on the Security Index card are necessary 
and Form FD-122 has been submitted to the Bureau. 



4. prn A suitable photograph F^H is r 1 i s not available. 

5 j — ~] Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those 
instances where the identities of the sources must 
be concealed. 




6-[ 



] Subject is employed in a key facility and 
is charged with security responsibility. Interested 
agencies are 



7.120 Th* 8 report is classified 
(state reason) 




because 



because information furnished by the State Department 
concerning subject 1 s passport review was classified 

"Secret". 



B. j l Subject previously interviewed (dates) 

I x t Subject was not relntervlewed because (state reason) 

her residence in England, 




o 1 1 This case no longer meets the Security Index criteria 

and a letter has been directed to the Bureau recom- 
mending cancellation of the Security Index card. 
10 px~| This case has been re-evaluated in the light of the 
Security Index criteria and it continues to fall 
within such criteria because (state reason) 

maintains her association with Communist front organiza-j 
tions and pro-Communist articles written under her name 
have appeared in "The Worker 11 . 



11. 



^□Subject's SI card [ 



^2 Subject ! b activities [ 
tabbing. 



] is 1 i s not tabbed Detcom, 

do not warrant Detoom 



] do 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to: 

Report eti 
Dote: 

i 

Field Office File Noj 







Office: New York, New York 



100-56680 

ESLANDA CORDOZO ROBESON 



Bureau File No.! 100-12304'*"'' 

- *m 

ALL IKFOFMATIOH COHTAIHED 
HEF.EIR 15 UUCLASSIFII8 



Character; 



SECURITY MATTER - C 




and PAUL ROBESON applied for renewal oC^Cheir 

American passports, which were issued on 7/24/52 and 8/13/61 

NCAS^ 




- C - 



CLASS. ^I^VtTB 
REASON -TCIM 11. 1-Z;*' B . 

DATE OF BEVIEW, 
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Th». document wmuln. neither recomm«dationi nor concision, of the FBI. It if the property of the FBI ud U loaned to «ur 

it* content* are not to be distributed ouUide your uency. WW ™ to 7 ° ur 
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NY 100-56680 
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DETAILS 




I . BACKGROUND 



A* Residence and Passport Renewal 




. On May 25, 1962,™ ™ pass- 

port Section, American EmbaSS^^SMWff^ffWRf^Jr^fay 18, 

1962, that subject, the wife of PAUL ROBESON, arrived at ^ 
- the American Embassy requesting a renewal of her United 
^States passport. At that time, Bhe also made an appointment 
for her husband, PAUL ROBESON, to come to the Embassy and 
this appointment was made for May 25, 





advised that both passports were 
renewed in July, 1950, for two years and would need to be 
reissued in July, 1962. This was the reason prompting the 
appearance of ESLANDA and PAUL ROBESON at the Embassy. 



PAUL ROBESON _a 
Embassy on May 25 and 
She stated he appeare 
man, ESLANDA ROBESON advised 
continues to be hospitalized 



iJ^apDeare^wi 



th his wife at the 
spoke briefly with him* 
ry frail and subdued old 

that her husband 

rsmg home on the out- 




* 1 



skirts of London, but is allowed to come in for weekends. 
She stated they have no travel plans at the moment and 
cannot make any travel plans until hfe- is released from 
the hospital, 

— The passport file for ESLAND A GO 
was reviewed on August 7> 1962, by SA 
contained the following: — . 



DAGOOE^RQgEgON 

0HH|V iand 
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NY 100-56680 




Mrs. ROBESON made application for a passport at 
London, England, on May 15, 1962. In this application she 

o t/a v^u oii^ nau pixvxuuDijf uccu xooucu ^o^apurv I JUiiiuej/ j-J. w+^c^^ 

at New York City on July 7 * 1958, which passport was renewed 
at London, England, on May 17, I960* She stated she was bom' 
December 15, 1896, at Washington, D.C. She stated she was 
currently residing at 45 Connaught Square, London W 2, England. 
She listed her parents as JOHN JACOB G00DE born in Illinois, 
and ESLANDA CAKDOZA G00DE born in South Carolina, both 

Mrs* ROBESON stated she had no plans to travel ' 
outside of England, but intended to remain abroad indefinitely 



deceased. . 



In connection with her passport application, 
Mrs. ROBESON furnished a sworn affidavit which reads as 

- T I — - — _ - _ _ . . _ . - • - 

iuiiuws; - - - - • - 

"Referring to the letter from the ; 
American Embassy of July 10, 1962 
I hereby state categorically and * 
without any reservations whatsovever, 
that I am not now, and have never 
been, in all my life, a member of 
. . the Communist Party, United Sates 

nf AmeT»ir»a * or in anv other countrv. 

The following descriptive data appeared in 
Mrs. ROBESON'S passport file: 

Height: 5*3" 

Eyes: Brown 

Hair: Black-grey 

Marks: None _ 

Occupation: Writer C)C)^ 

In connection with the passport applications of 

Mr, an3 Mrs. ROBESON and at the request of the American Embassy 

• ■ ■ ■ ■ ■, 

.' • • ..- - - . \« 
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London, England, Mrs. ROBESON furnished the following travel 
itinerary for herself and her husband since July 11, 1958: 




England 
USSR * ^ 
England ; 
USSR 
England 

Czechoslovakia 

England 

Austria 

England 

Roumania 

England . 

France 

England 

USSR 

England 

Germany ■ 

England 

France 

England 

Budapest 

England 

Germany 

Austria and 

New Zealand Tour 

England 

USSR 

England 

USSR 
England 



July ll 4 1958 : 

August 15, 1958 
September 15* 1958 
December 30, 1958 

March 9, 1959 
June 10, 1959 , 
June 12, 1959 
August 1, 1959 
August 4, 1959 
August 20, 1959 
August 24, 1959 
September 4, 1959 
September 5* 1959 
January 18, i960 
February 7, i960 
June 18, i960 ~ 
June 20, i960 
September 2, i960 
September 6, i960 
September 9> I960 
September 15, I960 
October 4, i960 

October 10, i960 
December 6, i960 
March 15* 1961 
June 10, 1961 
June 24, 1961 



. w illness in' hospital 
illness of PAUL ROBESON. "T" 

- ■■ ~ ■ ' , j — IX — 



to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 

to 
to 
to 
to 
to 



September 12, 1961 to 



August 15, 1958 , ; : . 

September -15, 1958 
December 30, 1958 

March 9, 1959 (111 in Jlospita: 
June 10, 1959 
June 12. 1959 - v ' 
August 1, 1959 
August 4, 1959 
August 20, 1959 
August 24, 1959 
September 4, 1959- -. 
September 5, 1959 * 
January 18, i960 
February 7, i960 
June 18, I960 
June 20 i i960 
September 2, i960 
September 6, i960 
September 9, i960 
September 15, I960 " 
October 4, i960 - 
October 8, i960. 

December 6, i960 — 
March 15, 1961 ' 
June 10, 1961 (111 in hospital 
June 24, 1961 ^ 
September 12, I96I (ill In 

Hosp^al) 
Present (ill In nursing 

home, but much 
- =• • -. better now) - 



1 1 
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On August 24, 1962, the United States Department 
pf State furnished information that on July 24, 1962, passport 
number Z162475 was issued to ESLANDA ROBESON by the American 
Embassy, London, England, and on August 13* 19§2, the same 
Embassy issued passport number Zl 62860 to PAUL ROBESON. 

II. AFFILIATION WITH THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT , 

v ■ 

A. Evidence of Communist Party (CP) Sympathies , -. 

National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship, Incorporated (NCASF ) , 

Charities Regis- 
tration BuFSSCT^ Wew Idork State: Department of Social Welfare, 
Albany, New York, made available to SA ROBERT E. MARGISON on 

March 1£, 1962/ the Registration Statement for the NCASF. ~ 
The Registration Statement set forth the board members of 
the NCASF And included among the board members was Mrs, ESLANDA 
G. ROBESON. 

r - ■ v - »- 

The NCASF has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10^50, 




B. Miscellaneous 



r- - « : 

- L"„v ■ , <_'-" 
;v„v »' ■ 
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NY 100-56680 
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Informants of the New York Office, who are 
familiar with CP activities in the New York area were con- 
tacted and could furnish no information concerning the subject 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



In R*pty t Plea* RJ*r to 

Bureau 100-12304 
New York 100-56680 



New York, New York 
November 13, 1962 
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SSS1 



unaracxer 
Reference 




Security Hatter - c 

is made to the report of 
dated and captioned as 



Special Agent 

above at New 



All sources (except any listed belov) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 




*T n fr\ t^ho + A on In +>v 









■ iA)'.v!jTv 
. ■■;-.>. 



•v 




# J d °^"" nl contain* neither recommendation* nor concju^^v mthe FBI. It la the pfoperty 
of the FBI and 1* loaned to vour aamncvt it and it* mni*ni« nn +m* u. jj j j . 



your agency. 
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UNITED STATEo GOvl 1NMENT 
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TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 100-12^0 

CONF 



JEL IHFCKJEATION OONTAIHEB 
HSSLIIi 13 ICTCLASSIFiaj i 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOOT) . i- ' 



date: 



FROM 



SAC, NEW YORK (l00-2 5 8 5 7) ££ £?oo 



C 2 3 'i':5? 



subject: 



PAUL LEROY ROBESON 
IS - C 

(00: New York) 

ESLANDA "ROBESON 
SM - C 

(00: New York) 



Re report of SA 
and NYlet to Bureau dated 



CLASS. A EXT. BY_£ 





REASON-PCIM II, 1-2.4.2 
DATE OF REVIEW / 9 - 

dated 11/9/62 at NY 




In passport application dated May 26, 1962 in 
London, England, both PAUL ROBESON and ESLANDA ROBESON stated 
they were currently residing at h$ Connaught Square, - 
London W2, England. They resided at this address when ~ 
not traveling abroad. Above subjects have not resided at 
16 Jumel srrace, NYC since 1958. They indicated in their o 

JSS^? & f! P ? rt ™£ P Ji£? tion that the ? intended to remain abroad 
indefinitely. FD 122 »s accordingly are being forwarded to™ - 

addresr aU Changlng reslden ce for above subjects to the Lond. 

JEAJJL_I£ RPY ROB ESON is being deleted from the 
key _f lgure TjstTI^ f IT) ' ||||| 

1. Status of Health 





Bureau (100-123041 (RM) 

1 - New York (100-5665$ ( ESLANDA ROBESON) (412 ) 
1 - New York (IOO-25857) 



VJA:mtm 
(6) 

Clasrilied 
Exempt 
Dele of 





REC-91 l$Lf£k 




6 DEC 31 1962 



CDS, Cnt^orjP 

ifical) 



NTIAU 



if 




.1 * J ■ " n J ■* *■ ^ 



i + r ■ 



- rr . 




NY 100-25857 



2 





CpNFID 




2. Activity ■" . ,:-': : .;, v ' . -; ■■ A.v, 

. There is no information in PAUL ROBESON 1 s file _ 
which indicates any present membership or continuous 
past membership in the CP. In his passport application dated 
May 25, 1962, PAUL ROBESON submitted a sworn affidavit 
in which he declared he was**then or had not been a member 
of the CP at any time during the preceding 12 months. There 
is no information to indicate that PAUL RCBESON has 
engaged in activity on behalf of the CP since early in 196l. fa 

■■' The NY file on PAUL ROBESON is being placed in - 

a closed status. Consideration will be given to reinstating 
him on the key figure list if and when he resumes activity 
on behalf of the CP. Both PAUL and ESLANDA ROBESON are on . : 
the SI, NYO. ESLANDA ROBESON'S file is currently maintained 
in a closed status. 
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"J- Vj? 



COTS 
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MM 
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Airtel 




1963 



1 - Mr. Fachner 
1 • Mr. Roeack 



To I 



From 



ft EXT. 



SAC, Chicago (100-32864) cuss. « " a % r '~m 2 
Director, FBI (100-3-104-9) PATE o? a 2 * 1 ** 



COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
INTERNAL SECURITT - C 



fcPFROFR 

and riFi-r 

ADVIDir BY 
SLIP IS) 




teCClet 12/21/62 captioned ^■^■HsssasaaK.CJ 

IS • C; ISA of 1950" wherein Information la att forth In ,» 
paragraph 2, page 2, that an article had appear** "In a scandal _pj 
aha ot type paper called the 'National Insider, '"purportedly 
written by Paul Robeson concerning Robeson' a breaki ng with the 

This information was furnished by flHHV (t 



Communist Party. 




Chicago Immediately attempt to obtain a copy of this 
article for submission to the Bureau for possible use under the 
Counterintelligence Program. Chicago also advise whether addi- 
tional copies can be obtained. Include any recommendations 
eoncernlns the use of this article. Handle expeditiously. 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 



Paul Robeson is an internationally k nown apologist for 
the CP. He is hospitsll 



SJ Tne use ot thl^article in a Counterintelligence Program could have 

hI a devastating effect upon CP members of the Negro race. Upon 

receipt, the article will be reviewed and, if appropriate, eui table 
recommendations will be made. Referenced Chicago letter Is filed. 

jLoo.io8.io45. - DUPLICATE YELLOW 

l / 100-12304 



TPR:eU/cdb,(6) 

ffoc 



DECLASSIFI 



OT RECORDED 
JAN 4 1963 
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CONE*ENTjAL 
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FD-122 (Rat. 1-4-60] 




a/ 



Director, FBI * BuUl »-100— 12304 



fiAc. YORK (100-25857) 



tf 0 



PAUL LB ROYTtOBKSON, *k» 
IS-C 
00: NY 



karris tfyr, 





"UNAVAILABLE SECTION" 



L— — J It is recommended that a Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above - captioned individual,. 



The Security Index Card on the 
captioned individual should be 
changed as follow* (specify 
change only); 



Name 



Aliases 



Native Bom 



N atUTDllxed 



Alien 



l_l 



Communist 



t I Socialist Worker* Party 



f y [ Miscellaneous (specify) 



1 — 1 " 

l 1 Independent Social! st^eaaue 



OUT OF COUNTRY 



CD 



Tab Jor Del com 



Date of Birth 



Race 



Sex 




Place of Birth 



em ale 

*r= 



3> 



Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 



Key Facility Data 



Geographical Reference Number 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



Interested Agencies 



Residence Address 



<^ BUREAU (100-12504) % 
^1- NEW YORK (IOO-25857) 

g 2^ &$4^2§# / ^ VJA j y^p 



45 Connaught Square - 
London W.2. England JAK 



■yyv- -v* --- : f-v : ^ v«f--A>: -• >rV,-> ■.-.> 




if"'.. 



fi- f .V.- /. 

■ i v.- 





1 




"COXA'S 









• v. 1-4-60) ^-i 
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V 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



Dlraetor, FBI IBulllt- 100-12304 



from : sac, NEW YORK (IOO-5668O) 

O 

subject: ESLANDA C0RD0Z0 ROBESON, aka 
SM-C 
00:NY 




date: I/8/63 



"UNAVAILABLE SESSION" 



0/ 



It li recommended that 0 Security 
Index Card be prepared on the 
above - captioned Individual. 



XZl The Security Index Card on the 
captioned Individual should be 
changed as follow* (specify 
change only); 



N 



Aliases 



Native Bom 



d ] Narturoli 



led 



Communist 



1 [ Socialist Workers Party 

LilMI.eellan.ou. Specify) OUT QP COUNTRY 



[ tJ I Allen ^5 





Independent Socia^pt League*- 



Tab for Detcom 



Date of Birth 



Race 



Sex 



Male 



Female 



Place of Birth 



Business Address (show name of employing concern and address) 

Self-Employed writer from residence 



Key Facility Data 



ALL I N FO RM A TION CONTAINED 



"J^oFrecorded 

..11 1 /\ iQfi3 
15 JAN XV ' 



Geographical R 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . 

Serene. Nu»b.r pftTf ^ tf- RV ^fJffi«f..JS4 - 



Interested Agencies LJJ. 



Residence Address 



■'' /jV 45 Connaught Square 
"London W.2, England 




<2^ BUREAU (lOO-l^QM ' 
1- NEW Y0RK/(100-5o6S0) 

VJA:yjp 




' ' v. 



J 1 l-P- 1 — " I 1 I T 



4 / 



c 



T 



1 




) 



J 




Director, FBI (ioo-3-l<*-9) 
Legat, London (100-1555) (*> 

is » P . 



ReBulet l/7/ 6 3 



January 15# 




1963 




Bureau 

Liaison Section 

100-1555 
100-1182 
100-1666 



(»ent direct) 



. r 



ACM:VW 



cuss, a 

DATE 0? BEVlEi 



HVl II* ^ )Sy 



f » f 



i 

NOT RECORDED 
102 JAN 2* 1963 r 





/ 



6 2 FEB 61963 



ir ■ 't - -S. \jr JmF • W fcr W ■ w w w 
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